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PAP E R S, &. 


Colonel Egerton's Minute reſpecting the Ap- 
porntment of the Poonah Committee. 


Committee having been appointed a 
few days ago of Mr, Carnac, myſelf, 
and Mr. Moſtyn, to treat with Ragobah, as 
I conceived, for the immediate tranſaction of 
buſineſs on this iſland, I gave my conſent 
thereto ; but having ſince diſcovered by ac- 
cident, that it is the intention of the ſaid 
Committee to accompany me in that capacity 
on the intended expedition, I defire to know 
if that was the Hon. Governor's deſign, 
when he made the propoſal, by forming it 
at the Board; and ſhould that be the caſe, 
to declare, that I find myſelf neceſſitated not 
only to withdraw my aſſent to the meaſure, 
hut even to enter my proteſt againſt it for the 
following reafons : | 

Firſt, Becauſe I deem it diametrically 
oppolite to the intention of the Hon. the 


Court of Directors. 5 
A Second, 


LA 


SF 
Second, Becauſe it is morally impoſſible 


any negociation can take place on the road : 
on which the Commanding Officer, with 
the Poonah Ambaſſador (who will of courſe 
proceed with the army to his ſtation) cannot 
immediately receive the orders of the Hon. 
the Governor and Select Committee. 

Third, Becauſe it appears very clear from 
the commands of the Hon. the Court of 
Directors of the roth of April laſt, received 
per ſhip Caranja, paragraph the 3d, that, in 
the Commanding Officer's abſence, the Select 
Committee is to conſiſt till his return of the 
Hon. the Governor, with the ſecond and 
fourth in Council. Thus can, I think, only 
bear one interpretation, viz. that the perſons 
above-mentioned, and not a part of them, 
are compctent to act in that capacity. 

Arie Copy.) 
( Sipned ) 
— HATLEY. 
Nov. 7, 1778. Dep. Sec. 
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Mr. Carnac's and Colonel Egerton's Minutes. 


Camp, Campolee, 20th Dec. 1778. 


Col. Charles Egerton now delivers into the 
Committee the following Minute: 


THE Commiſſion granted to the Com- 
mittee appointed to attend Ragonath Row 
to Poonah, bearing date in Bombay Caſtle the 
5th December 1778, being, in my opinion, 
highly, contradictory to a paragraph in the 
inſtructions accompanying the ſaid Commiſ- 
ſion, and repugnant to the military power 
veſted in me, as commander of the forces 


of the Preſidency of Bombay, now in the 
field ; 


I do therefore moſt ſtrenuouſly proteſt 
againſt , publiſhing the ſame at preſent in 
general orders. | 

I do alſo proteſt againſt this Commiſſion 
veſting military authority; alſo to the mode 
of its being granted ; together with many 


articles of the inſtructions appertaining to 
A 2 the 


(4 ] 
the ſaid Commiſſion, for ſuch reaſons as I 
ſhall hereafter exhibit at a more ſeaſonable 
opportunity. 

For the foregoing reaſons, the Colonel 1s 
of opinion, that the Commiſſion ſhould not 
be publiſhed at preſent in general orders to 
the army ; and further, that, according to 
the letter of the Commiſſion appointing the 
Committee, he holds any meeting incom- 
plete and informal, without the preſence of 
every member: and therefore the order iſſued 
to him in conſequence of the reſolution 
paſſed at the laſt meeting of Mr. Carnac 
and himſelf, was, in his opinion, of no 
validity, till he ſhall have received further 
inſtructions from his ſaperiors at Bombay, 


or till the recovery of Mr. Moyſtyn permits 
him to attend in Committee. 


Mr. Carnac lays before the Committee the 
following minute: 


As the ſpeedy arrival of the army upon 
the Ghatts, and their being puſhed forward 


quickly 


CF 3 
quickly as poſlible, is very eſſential to the 
eaſier accompliſhment of the ſervice on which 
the army is now employed, the enemy thereby 
having leſs time to prepare and collect them- 
ſelves ; and as our troops have been hitherto 
but ſlow in their propreſs, (they have diſ- 
embarked at Panwell twenty-four days ago, 
and yet are little more than the ſame number 
of miles diſtant from it) it is much to be 
regretted, that a more expeditious mode had 
not been found out for conveying to the top 
of the Ghatts, the ordnance, ſtores, and 
baggage, than that one at preſent purſued. 
It appears to Mr. Carnac, that much time, 
labour, and a conſiderable expence, are un- 
neceſſarily waſted in making a carriage road 
all the way up the Ghatts: and that with 
the ſame number of people as are employed 
for this purpoſe, every thing now intended 
to be carted up might have been taken up 
by hand with more eaſe, ſecurity from ac- 
cident, and diſpatch; and, from the con- 
verſation he has had with many on the 


ſubject, 
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ſubject, he is inclined to believe this to be 
the general opinion, The Commandant of 
Artillery has actually paſſed ſome of his guns 
beyond the road conſtructed by Major Spaith, 
and by a route wide of it; which may be 
adduced as a teſtimony, that this part of the 
new-made road was wholly needleſs “. 


As an anſwer to Mr. Carnac's minute 


might be productive of altercation and argu- 
ment, the Colonel defers ſaying any thing 
more on the ſubject, till he has an opportu- 
nity of having his conduct properly ſeruti- 
nized by his ſuperiors at Bombay. 
(Adjourned.) 
(Signed) 
JOHN CARNAC. 
CH* EGERTON. 


Mr. Carnac's conduct, without any note, will appear 
in its due light to all impartial perſons. 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from the Honourable the 


Governor. 
SIR, 


AS it is neceflary for to know the reaſon 
of the failure of 'the ſervice on which the 
army under your command marched towards 
Poonah, with Ragobah, and its return to 
Bombay ; you will pleaſe to decline taking 
upon you the command of the garriſon, 
until the above is cleared up to the ſatisfac- 
tion of the Board. 

I leave it to you to order Lieut. Col. 
Nilſon to continue to act as he has done 
ſince your abſence on the ſervice, (Lieut. 
Col, Cockburn cannot act at preſent) or I 


will. 


I am, &. 
(Signed) 
26th Jan. 1779. W HORNBY, 


Anfuver 


yy 
"CO 
— 


- Anſwer to the above. 


S I., 

I Have this inſtant received the honor 
of your letter, and muſt beg leave to ob- 
ſerve thereon, that I cannot think of reſign- 
ing the command of this garriſon to any 
inferior officer, until I am accuſed of miſ- 
conduct in the management of the army 
intruſted to me for conducting Ragobah to 
Poonah. I will do myſelf the honor of 
waiting on you this evening, and explain 
this matter. 


(Signed) 
CH* EGERTON. 


70 
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13 Colonel Ear. 

S I R; 
I Deſire your expreſs and explicit anſwer 
in writing to the propoſal made this day 
in my minute delivered to the Select Com- 
mittee; 10 wit, That you decline all military 
duty till your conduct, together with the late 
ſtranſactions, has been ſtated to Bengal, and 


the opinion and advice of the Governor 


General and Council with regard to You, is 
received, 


(Signed) 
29th Jan, 1779. WV HORNBY. 


To William Hornby, Ejq- 
S IR, 


AFTER you had conſented yeſterday at 
the Committee to your minute laying on the 
table till our next meeting, I was not a little 
ſurprized at the honor of receiving your 
letter at paſt nine o'clock laſt night, which 

1 weakneſs 
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weakneſs and ill health prevented my an- 
ſwering ; and I am now to inform you, that 
it is much my wiſh to haye my conduct 
enquired into in the ſtricteſt manner ima- 
ginable, which I believe is unimpeached 
(except by Mr. Carnac's minute, which I will 
anſwer fully) during the time of my com- 
manding the army. 

But it will, in my opinion, bear the ap- 
pearance of partiality, ſhould I be obliged 
ſingly to anſwer, as a military man, for the 
ſmall ſhare I had in the proceedings of the 

Committee. However, truth and juſtice 
being my only objects, I muſt repeat what 
I have before obſerved, that in this affair I 
will be guided entirely by your opinion. 


(Signed) 
CH* EGERTON. 


1 
To Colonel Charles Egerton. 


S I R, 


HAVING re-conſidered what officer 
ſhould receive the command of the garriſon 
from you, Lieut. Col. Cockburn having alſo 
declined it, I dire& that you do deliver over 
the command to Lieut. Col. Nilſon until 
further orders; which I have directed to be 
given out in public orders. 


(Signed) | 
31ſt Jan, 1779. WM HORNBY.* 


* My correſpondence with the Governor clearly proves, 


that I never conſented to any reference concerning my con- 
duct, but was only willing to follow his advice in inveſti- 
-gating truth and juſtice, which he has cautiouſly, evaſively, 
and arbitrarily tried to ſuppreſs, by the ſtreſs he lays on 
my permitting the order of the 3 1ſt of January to be iſſued, 
though it was not in my power to prevent it; for he here 


declares that if I will not iſſue it, he will. By this letter 
it appears, that the above-mentioned order was iſſued by his 
authority ſolely, and that he directed it to be given out in 


public orders. Had he not dreaded the ſcrutiny I de- 
manded, why ſhould he ſo iaduſtriouſly have ſtudied to 
avoid it ? I believe he thought it neceſſary, at any rate, to 
gain time, till circumſtances were a little forgot, and could 
de gloſſed over. | 


B 2 To 
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To the Hon. Wm. Hornby, Efq; Prefident, Sc. | 
Members of the Select Committee. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I Hope the reaſons already aſſigned for 
not anſwering Mr. Carnac's minute made at 
Campolee the 2oth Dec. laſt, will appear to 
have been founded in prudence, and con- 
formable in every reſpect to your own orders, 
of uſing my utmoſt endeavours to promote 
harmony. 

But the time is now come of vindicating, 
by truth, my military conduct; and ] there- 
fore deſire, that the Commiſſary may be 
ordered to declare in writing; \ 3 
Whether any time was loſt in collecting 
proviſion and other neceſſaries, for moving 
the army from Panwell to the top of the 
Ghatts ? 

Whether, on its arrival in the Decan, it 
was not detained ſeveral days till theſe matters 


* 


could be completed? 
Whether he had not my orders for collect- 
ng a month's proviſions for the army as ſoon. 


as 
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as poſſible ; and on what day he reported to 
me, that twenty-five days proviſions were 
alre dy in ſtore, and the remainder you ly 
expected! ? 

Let his anſwer determine, whether the 
army could have been carried with more 
expedition up the Ghatts, and what it would 
have availed, as we were obliged to wait 
there ſome days for proviſions ? 

My diary delivered to the Hon. the Go- 
vernor will ſufficiently prove, that ſeveral 
days -after our arrival at Panwell, it was 
found neceſſary to ſend a ſupply of five days 
proviſions to Capt. Stewart's detachment at 
Condola, which could not have been effected 
without the loan of Mr. Bruce's own private 
pack-oxen: and as it was with difficulty ſo 
ſmall a ſupply could be forwarded, how 
were the ſtores of the army to have been 
| moved by a more expeditious mode than that 
. purſued ? - Befides, the making any road at 
all was not determined on, till I found by 
repeated trials, that the bullocks purchaſed 


5 | for 


1 


for the Hon. Company at Surat for this 
ſervice having been uſed only to draught, 


would not ſubmit to carry any burthen on 
their backs. 


I now come to that part of Mr. Carnac's 
minute reſpecting the road made up the 
Ghatt, which is as erroneous as his idea 
about moving the army from Panwell; for 
it is evident the Commanding Officer of 
Artillery paſſed no guns by any route wide 
of the road conſtructed by Major Spaith, as 
his own annexed letter, with thoſe of the 
acting Major of Brigade and Quarter-maſter, 
ſufficiently prove, except the two ſix- pounders 
ſent to reinforce Capt. Stewart by every com- 
bined effort that could be procured. 

It does not require much logic to prove, 


that, from a falſe fact, no teſtimonial adduc- 
tion can be derived: however, I cannot 
diſmiſs this ſubje& without previouſly ob- 
ſerving, that, as an an officer of high rank, 
he ſhould have remembered, that collecting 
the opinions of an army without the know- 

ledge 


5 


ledge of the Commander in Chief, may be 
attended with very dangerous conſequences: 
and I again call upon him to produce the 
names of two or three only of the reſpectable 


many, on whoſe authority he has grounded 
his belief. 


I hope I have now cleared every objection 

to my conduct as an officer; and I muſt beg 
of you to ſignify to me in writing, whether 
any thing till remains which you would 
with to have explained, that I may have an 
opportunity of doing it by immediate proofs 
to my own honor and your fatisfaRion, being 
_ confident all my ations will bear the ſtricteſt 
ſcrutiny. | 
On the 2oth Dec. I proteſted alſo againſt 
the Committee, and inſtructions ſent to the 
Committee appointed to attend Ragobah,— 


and promiſed to give my reaſons at a more 
ſeaſonable opportunity. - 
They are as follows:—Firſt, as to the 
mode of their being granted in my abſence 
from the Committee, and in violation of a 
promiſe 
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promiſe made to me before my departure to 
Panwell, that the powers of this Committee 
ſhould not interfere with my military province. 
| Secondly, Becauſe I am convinced that 
it never was the Hon. Company's intention, 
that the powers of concerting and conducting 
military operations ſhould be lodged in any 
other hands but in thoſe of their Commander 
in Chief, and that the granting them away 
from him is a direct infringement of his 
authority. | 
Thirdly, Becauſe the accounts of the 
Paymaſter and Commiſſary have at all times, 
and in all armies, been ſubject to the ſuper- 
intendance and controul of the Commanding 
Officer in the field, out of whoſe hands they 
cannot be taken without betraying a want of 
confidence in him. And, | 
Fourthly, Becauſe I am forbid corre- 
ſponding, except through the Committee, 
with that -Board, of which, by the Hon. 
Company's order, I have a right to be a 


member. 
It 
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It is for thoſe reaſons I have proteſted, 
and ſtill continue to proteſt, againſt this 
commiſſion and inſtructions. | 

I am ſorry alſo to be obliged to give the 
following reaſons for the proteſt I entered 
on the inſtant, againſt your reſolution of 
excluding me from my duty at the Sele& 
Committee, where, on this occaſion parti- 
cularly, juſtice and equity ſeem ſo poſitively 
to demand my ſtricteſt attendance. 

Firſt, Becauſe it is an unheard-of cruelty 
to deprive any man of his rights on account 
of ill health, except in caſes of inſanity of 
mind. And, Secondly, Becauſe the Hon. 
Company's ſervice may be injured by this 
your reſolution, as it is the caſe at preſent 
in regard to your late order of the 5th in- 
ſtant, where, for want of a reſponſible per- 
ſon that might be depended on, your Hon. 
Board has been miſled by a miſrepreſenta- 
tion of facts; from what quarter I cannot 
preſume to gueſs, as Mr, Carnac would aſ- 
ſuredly teſtify with me, had he been able, 
from the village of Burgaum (where he 
was from ſun-riſe in the morning) to have 


© 8 ſeen 


— — 
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ſeen any part of the action of the 12th. — 
However, I defire the Hon, Company may 
know, that this double (and as I deem it) 
unneceſſary deviation from their peremptory 
and repeated orders, has neither my appro- 
bation nor conſent. Sickneſs has prevented 
my expediting this letter ſo ſoon as I wiſhed 
and intended, which I hope you will over- 
look, and honor me {ſpeedily with an an- 
{wer. 


I am, &c. 


(Signed) 
16th Feb. 1779. | 
CHARLES EGERTON. 


Copy of Colonel Egerton's Letter to Lieutenant 
Colonel Dagon, Lieutenant Smith, acting 
Major of Brigade, and Lieutenant Fones, 
Nuarter-maſter of the Artillery, with the 


Anſwers referred to in the preceding 
Leiter. | 


To Lieutenant Colonel Dagon. 
8 I R. | 


I defire to know from you in writing, 
whether any of the guns were carried up 
the 
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the Ghatt by a route wide of the road con- 
ſtructed by Major Spaith, except the two 
ſix pounders Lieut, Layton took up to rein- 
force Capt. Stewart's poſt at Condola. 


I am, 
IX, | 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
. CH* EGERTON. 


To Colonel Charles Egerton. 
S-IR; | 
ALL the guns were carried up the Ghatts 
upon the road conſtrued by Major Spaith, 
except the two ſix pounders under the com- 


mand of Lieut. Layton, to reinforce Capt. 
Stewart's poſt at Condola. 


SIR, 
I am, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


„ G. DAGON. 


2 2 ; To 
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To Colonel Charles Egerton. 
S I R, 


IN anſwer to a letter of yours, dated yeſ- 
terday, which I have but juſt now received, 
wherein you- deſire to know if any of the 
guns, except the two fix pounders ſent with 
Lieut. Layton to reinforce Capt. Stewart, 
were ſent up the Ghatt by any another route 
than the road made by Major Spraith, I 
do aſſure you, Sir, they were not. You 
may be perfectly ſatisfied of the truth of this 
particular, for as I acted as Major of Bri- 
gade, it could not have been done without 
my knowledge. 


I am, 
S I R, with reſpect, 


Vour moſt obedient ſervant, 


Bombay, 
3d Feb, 7 79. JA SMITH, 


Lieut. of Artil”. 


To 


3 


To Colonel Charles Egerton. 
81 


ALL the guns, except the two ſix pounders 
Lieut. Layton took up the Ghatt, to rein- 
force Capt. Stewart's poſt at Condola, were 


carried on the road conſtructed by Major 
Spaith. 


I am, 
S I R, 
You moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
88 


2d Feb. 1779. R. J ONES. 


The Preſident's Minute and Motion. 


THE change which has taken place ſince 
the laſt full meeting of the Committee ap- 
pears at large in the papers now upon the 
table, and muſt be ſo ſenſibly felt by every 
Member, that I ſhall not detain the Com- 
mittee with a compariſon between our paſt 
and our preſent ſituation. The cauſes to 
which we are to attribute the failure 
of the hopes entertained from our treaty 

with 
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with Ragobah, and from the late expedition, 
undertaken in conſequence of the treaty, 
may be matters of future conſideration ; but 
no- time muſt be loſt in determining on the 
means for retrieving and ſupporting our af- 
fairs. For this purpoſe, I mean very ſoon 
to defire another meeting, where I hope to 
be able to propoſe ſome plan of conduct for 
extricating ourſelves -from the difficulties of 
our preſent ſituation. I am encouraged in 
this hope by the conſideration, that the bra- 
very and merit of the troops has never been 
more diſtinguiſhed than on this laſt ſervice, 
however unfortunately it has terminated ; 
and I make no doubt therefore that, under 
proper conduct, they are fully ſufficient to 
ſecure all the Company's poſſeſſions under 
the Preſidency againſt all attempts that can 
be made by the moſt formidable country 
enemy. 

But every thing depends on ſupporting 
the gallant ſpirit of the army, which cannot 
be done, without diſtinguiſhing thoſe whoſe 
behaviour has done them honor, and mark- 


ing 
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ing the men who have been wanting in their 
duty, and whoſe example cannot fail of cor- 
rupting our military eſtabliſhment in all its 
branches. Three ſubaltern officers are now 
under an arreſt to be tried by a court mar- 
tial. Two of them, I cannot help remark- 
ing, were allowed by the commanding officer 
to march with their companies, and to do 
duty in the army as officers till their arrival 
at Panwell, though the crime alledged againſt 
them is no leſs than that of quitting their 
poſt in the time of action on the 1 2th. 
How theſe perſons may juſtify them- 
ſelves, the event of their trial muſt ſhew ; 
but I cannot think an example made of them 
ſufficient : and I accordingly intimated to 
Colonel Egerton, on his return hither, that 
his conduct as well as, Lieut. Col. Cock» 
burn's, as officers, appeared to me ſo far im- 
peached that I judged it would be proper for 
them both to decline acting in any, military 
character. Colonel Egerton thought proper 
to inſiſt on taking the command of the gar- 
riſon, unleſs a formal charge was delivered 
aj | in 
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in againſt him.] do therefore deliver in this 
formal charge againſt him, and againſt Lieut. 
Col. Cockburn, for refuſing to charge them- 
ſelves with conducting the army from Bur- 
gaum to Bombay; grounding the accuſa- 
tions on a paper marked N 42, now be- 
fore us, which is a written opinion ſub- 
ſeribed by Lieut. Colonel Cockburn, and in 
which Col. Egerton did on the ſame day 
and does declare, he entirely concurred. 
Confident as I am in my own mind, that 
nothing can juſtify officers in their ſtation, 
for giving ſuch an opinion of the troops 


under their command, but an open mutiny 
in the army, I will not conſent to their 
continuing in the command. 

Their own orders of thanks to the troops, 
for their behaviour on the day of the 12th, 
when leſs than one third of our handful of 
diſpirited men, “as they are afterwards, on 
the 15th, pleaſed to call them,” repulſed 
the whole force of the Mharattas, and re- 
treated in good order in face of it, ſufficient- 
ly ſhew how totally void of foundation the 

opinion 


t 1 


opinion was, that our troops would not 


ſtand a ſingle attack: yet the fatal influence 
and infection of ſueh opinions, when adopted 
and avowed by the ſuperiors in command, is 
well known, and will not ſuffer us to wonder 
if ſentiments of the like kind did gain ground 
under ſuch a ſanction. This, however, cans 
not be admitted as an extenuation, much leſs 
2 juſtification of the conduct of Col. Egerton 
and Lieut. Col. Cockburn z and is beſides, 
a circumſtance ſo big with danger, that they 
cannot be allowed to ſupport their extraordi- 
nary and unſoldier-Iike way of thinking, by 
the authority of their inferior officers ; and 
again I repeat, that nothing can be ſufficient 
to excuſe them, but an open mutiny in the 


troops. Thuscircumſtanced, I ſhould think 
myſelf fully juſtified in moving for ſuſpend- 


ing both theſe officers from the ſervice. 
This, however, they may prevent, if they 


chuſe to decline all military duty till their 
conduct, together with the reſt of the late 
tranſactions, has been ſtated to Bengal, and 
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the opinion and advice of the Governor 
General and Council, with regard to them, 
is received. My intention is, to be guided 
by the ſentiments they may expreſs, as to 
the propriety of continuing Col. Egerton 
and Lieut. Col. Cockburn in the ſervice, or 
the expediency of diſmiſſing them from it. 
If they do not chuſe to accept this propoſal, 
I immediately move, that they be both no- 
ſuſpended the ſervice. 


Attefted ta be a true Copy, 
(Signed) 


ROBERT TAYLOR, 


Aſſiſt, Sec. to the Select Committos, 
Bambay, 
29 em 3779. 
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To the Hon. Wm. Hornby, Eſq; Prefident, &c. 
Sele Committee. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I Was unable to attend ſufficiently to the 
reading of the Hon, the Governor's minute, 
dated the 29th Jan. laſt, of which I received 
a copy after the annexed letter was wrote, 
which anſwers very particularly every accu- 
ſation alledged againſt me, during the time 
of my commanding on the late unfortunate 
expedition. 

But as to that recorded in the minute now 
before me, which is the only formal one, 
of having refuſed to conduct the army from 
Burgaum to Bombay, I poſitively deny the 
fact, or of having concurred at Burgaum in 
Lieut. Col. Cockburn's written opinion, 
which I do not remember to have ſeen till it 
was read at, the Committee here, and in my 


opinion groſsly miſunderſtood at the time. 
It is eſſential, and I deſire this matter 
may be enquired into as minutely as poſſible 
for the information of the Supreme Council ; 
1 and 


WE 

and in the mean time, I claim the military 
command of this Preſidency, as ſoon as my 
health will permit me to undertake it, in 
conformity to my on juſt rights, and my 
duty to the Hon. Company's ſervice, whieh 
I am, by their authority, bound to promote 
to the utmoſt of my abilities, 


I am, 
SI'R, &6 


| (Signed) * 
CHARLES EGERTON.* 
16th Feb. 1779. 88 


* I have ſufficiently proved the falſhood of the Gover- 
nor's formal charge againſt me, and deny every part ad- 
vanced in this minute, which he well knew could not 
ſtand the teſt of an enquiry. My letters which follow 
here, are not written in the ſtyle of a perſon conſcious of 
guilt, or wiſhing to avoid a candid enquiry; - yet obſerve 
what evaſive anſwers have been ſent me to them. 


To 
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To the Hon. Wm. Hornby, Ey: Prefident, &c. 


Members of the Select Commiltee. 

GENTLEMEN, 

MANY days have elapſed, and my buſi- 
neſs remains at a ſtand for want of the anſwer 
which I am in expectation of from you to 
my letter of the 16th inſt. addreſſed to your 
Hon. Board, and ſent in the forenoon of the 
17th to your Secretary. | 

I am therefore obliged to trouble you 
again, by requeſting and demanding an ex- 
plicit and categorical anſwer, whether or no 


you will grant me my right of commanding 
the troops of this Preſidency? for I poſitively 


refuſe and diſdain conſenting. to the Hon. 
Governor's propoſal of declining the com- 


mand, now my health is mending, to evade 


the threat of his minute. 


(Signed)- 
22d Feb. 1779. CH* EGERTON. 


To 


—— ä — 
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To Colonel Charles Egerton. 
S I R, 


YOUR letter to the Select Committee 
was this day laid before them, and in reply 
I am directed to acquaint you, that nothing 
can be done with reſpe& to your claim of 
reſuming the command of the troops under 
this Preſidency, until they receive the ſenti- 
ments of the Governor General and Council, 
to whom they have reſolved to refer the 
deciſion of your conduct on the late ſervice, 
as well as the other late tranſaction. 

The queries you defire to be put to the 
Commiſſary will be ſent to him, and his 
anſwer required in writing, which, when 
received, will be communicated to you. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) 
EDW. RAVENSCROFT, 
Bombay Caſtle, 
23d Feb. 1779. | Sec. 


To 
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To the Hon. Wm. Hornby, Eſq; Prefident, &c, 
Seleft Committee, 
GENTLEMEN, 

I Can by no means admit, that your letter 
of the 23d is an anſwer to thoſe I have had 
the honor of addreſſing you on the 16th and 
22d inſt. nor can I receive it as ſuch; and 
am therefore obliged formally to repeat my 
former demand of knowing from you in 
writing, whether you have any other matters 
to alledge againſt my military conduct beſides 
thoſe I have already anſwered? And I again 
demand a categorical anſwer, whether you 
will grant me my right of commanding the 
troops of this Preſidency ? Which written 
requiſition of mine, with your anſwer thereto, 
I beg and claim to have iſſued in the public 
orders of this garriſon. 

I defire to know alſo, on what order of 
the DireQors you ground your power of re- 
ſolving to exclude me from the command, 
without aſſigning any reaſon for ſo doing, 
till the Supreme Council have giyen their ſen- 
timents on my conduct on the late expedition, 
which 
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which it is evident, and beyond all doubt, 
theſe Gentlemen will never do till they are 
informed of the truth of facts, and have 
heard both parties. Vou are to know, that 
I have requeſted and ſolicited the Hon. the 
Governor to make immediately a fair and 
candid enquiry into all my actions, that the 
truth may appear. 

This I now claim, from the juſtice of your 
Board; and will, after that, willingly ſubmit 
the whole of my conduct to the candour and 
wiſdom of the Supreme Council, to whom 
it may poſſibly appear very unaccountable; 
and alſo to the Hon. Court of Directors, 
ſhould you perſiſt in your reſolution of vio- 
lently wreſting from me my rights, on the 
frivolous and falſe charge alledged againſt me, 
and which I can fo eafily diſprove. 

As an officer, as a faithful ſervant to the 
Hon. Company, and as, an Engliſhman, 
I claim a dire& and ſpeedy anſwer to the 
queſtion here-above ſtated, 

I am, &c: 
(Signed) 
25th Feb. 1779. CH* EGERTON, 


To 
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To Colonel Charles Egerton. 


S I RN, 


YOUR letter of the 25th ult. having 
been conſidered by the Select Committee, I 
am directed to acquaint you in reply, 

That having already accepted the alterna- 
tive offered you by the Preſident, they can- 
not now admit of your retracting, or of your 
reſuming your military command, until they 
receive the ſentiments of the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council on the charge given in 
againſt you by the Preſident, as well as the 
whole of your conduct on the late ſervice, 
to whom, as you have been before acquainted, 
it has been reſolved, as the moſt fair and 
impartial method, generally to refer the de- 
ciſion thereon, without pointing out any par- 
ticular parts as culpable. 


The Select Committee will tranſmit to 
the Governor General and Council copies of 
every neceſſary paper and of every repreſenta- 
tion you have to make, in order that they 


E — 


E 


may have the moſt ample information to 
form their judgment. 


I am, 
S I R, 
(Signed) 
EDW. RAVENSCROF T, 
rſt — 779. Secretary. 


To the Hon. William Hornby, Eſq; Preſident, 
Sc. Members of the Select Commitee. 


Honorable Sir and Gentlemen, 


THE tenor of your letter of the 1ſt inſt. 
which I had the honor of receiving the ſame 
evening, is founded on a groundleſs pre- 
. ſumption of my having already accepted of 
; an alternative offered by the Preſident : nor 
can I conceive what reaſons you have for 
this aſſertion, which I have fo frequently 
denied and even rejected with diſdain in 
many of my letters to the Select Committee: 
nor did I ever think of declining the com- 
mand any longer than my health obliged 


me, 
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me, which being now much reſtored, I 
claim my rights of reſuming it. Of theſe 
ſhould you perſiſt to deprive me, from the 
pretext of referring my conduct to Bengal, I 
ſhall be under the difagreeable neceſſity of 
entering a public proteſt againſt your pro- 
ceedings. 2 
Firſt, Becauſe you decline producing any 
authority or order from the Directors for 
making ſuch a reference. Secondly, Becauſe 
the mode in which you propoſe doing it 
would (if the reference was legal) be highly 
unjuſt. And, Thirdly, Becauſe you have 
reſolved, as the moſt fair and impartial me- 
thod, generally to refer the decifion thereon 
(meaning my conduct) to the Supreme 
Council, without pointing out any particu- 
lar parts as culpable, which I defy you to 
do; for you well know the formal charge 
exhibited againſt me in the Hon. Preſident's 
minute does not admit a ſerious confuta- 
tion; yet you perſiſt in avoiding to ſend 
me the categorical anſwer, I have ſo fre- 
quently claimed, and have fo indiſputable a 
E 2 right 
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right to; for ignorant as I am of any allega- 
tions againſt me, the above denial of ſuch 
miſrepreſented facts, as may happen to come 
to my knowledge, will principally form 
my addreſs to the Supreme Council, and of 
my aſſertions the proofs muſt follow here- 
after. 

Should you continue to load me with in- 
juries under the ſpecious pretences of mild- 
neſs and humanity, redreſs cannot be ob- 
tained here; but my letters will ſhew, and 
my actions teſtify, that I have demanded 
and even ſolicited a fair and juſt enquiry, 
and perſiſted to the laſt in proteſting againſt 
your irregular proceedings. = 


I am, 
S IR, 


(Signed) 
Nach fr,, CHARLES EGERTON. 


Ta 
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To the Hon. Warren Haſtings, Eſq; Gover- 
nor General and Council. Fort William. 


GENTLEMEN, 


BE aſſured I very ſenſibly feel the unhap- 
pineſs of my ſituation, in being obliged ta 
trouble you with this vindication of my own 
conduct, which I am well convinced will 
not be repreſented to you by any other pen 
but my own in its true and proper light. 

It was my intention in this letter to have 
confined myſelf to my tranſactions only with 
the Select Committee, and that appointed to 
conduct Ragobah to Poonah, being con- 
vinced that no attacks could be made on my 
character in the military line, after the con- 
futation ſent to the Committee of the frivo- 
lous and ill-grounded ones alledged againſt me 
already; and having deſired alſo, if any of 
my aſſertions are doubted, that I might be 
permitted to prove the truth of them by the 
oaths of many creditable and reſpectable evi- 
dences: but this being denied me, under an 
unjuſt and falſe aſſertion of my having ac- 


cepted 
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cepted an alternative on account of a minute 
of the Honorable the Governor, which dur- 
ing my attendance at the Board was ordered 
to lay on the table till a future occaſion, 
and to which I am now obliged to give the 
following anſwer, that you, Gentlemen, may 
not be miſled thereby; for I have undertaken 
and ſtill undertake to prove, by a juſt exa- 
mination of witneſſes, that almoſt every part 
of it is grounded on under-hand and falſe 
repreſentations. 

The formal charge exhibited againſt me, 
of refuſing to conduct the army from Bur- 
gaum to Bombay, clearly refutes itſelf,” 
nobody having been mad enough to expect 
or require ſuch a ſervice from me in the 
ſituation I was at that time; and I call 
upon the Secretary of the Committee to de- 
clare, upon oath, when and where the writ- 
ten opinion of Lieut. Col. Cockburn was de- 


manded and received by him, and whether 


he ever ſhewed it me. I declare, I never 
ſaw ait till it was read here at the Board; 
though 


1 
though I muſt now allow it to be founded 


on ſolid reaſon and incontrovertible facts, 
although the Governor ſeems ſo confident in 
his own mind, that nothing can juſtify ſuch 
an opinion but an open mutiny in the army. 
On the whole of which I call to diſprove 
the next part of his minute, in regard to one 
third of our troops having ever repulſed the 
whole force of the Mharatta's, or retreated 
in good order in the face of it. But I muſt 
go back, to remark, that between the 1 2th 


and 15th an army might be much diſpirited, 
as was certainly the caſe with ours after their 


retreat. 

I now come to what he is pleaſed to term 
my extraordinary and unſoldier-like way of 
thinking ; of which, or any other part of 
my military conduct, I ſcorn any extenua- 
tion or juſtification but by the plaineſt of 
_ truths : into theſe I have requeſted and ſo- 
licited him to make a fair enquiry, and, I 
believe, he would not fail to do it, if the 
{ſmalleſt ſhadow of proof againſt me was like- 
ly to be the reſult of his reſearches. 

I flat- 


E 


I flatter myſelf therefore you will approve 
of my rejecting, with diſdain, the propoſal 
of evading the Governor's motion for my 
immediate ſuſpenſion, by declining all mili- 
tary duty; and of my having, in repeated 
letters to the Select Committee, claimed as 
my right the command of the troops under 
this Preſidency as ſoon as my health will 
permit me to perform the functions of it.— 
You will alſo here pleaſe to obſerve, that 
Lieut, Col. Dagon's written opinion has been 
evaſively ſecreted ; and that I am warranted 
in ſuppoſing, that, if it had ſuited a purpoſe, I 
ſhould have been ſaid to have concurred in 
that alſo. 

In the preſent caſe, as uſual, the blame of 
every miſcarriage 1s to be thrown upon the 
military, and I am drawn out of my bed to 
receive my ſhare of it, the Governor having 
declared in his minute, that he does not 
think thoſe gentlemen accuſed of miſbeha- 


viour will, if condemned by a court martial, 
be 


RY 
be a ſacrifice equal to the importance of the 
cauſe. 

Copies of my letters and proteſts will of 
courſe be ſent you, with the other papers, for 
your peruſal; I ſhall therefore only ſend you 
one of my diary, which was begun for the 
Select Committee, and continued afterwards 
for my own ſatisfaction, when I found my- 
ſelf by their inſtructions, read at Campooly, 
reſtricted from any correſpondence with that 
Board. 

I will now proceed in my firſt intention 


of aſſigning the teal cauſe of my conduct at 
the Committee, where I have unalterably 


purſued this maxim, that the Hon. Com- 
pany's intereſt 1s to be promoted by the 
ſteadineſs and unanimity of all their ſervants, 
and not by a diſplay of abilities in any par- 
ticular one. Convinced of this (and having 
the Hon. Company's intereſt ſolely at-heart) 
I determined, when I took my ſeat at the Select 
Committee, to give all my aſſiſtance towards 
completing the ſyſtem already engaged in, 
. * rather 
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rather than attempt raifing my own reputa- 
tion by ſtriking out a new one. 

For this reaſon, and becauſe I thought it 
conformable to your directions in moſt re- 
ſpects, I conſented to continue granting 
ſupport to Ragobah, though much againſt 
my own inclinations, from a conviction that 
a man blackened with the commiſſion of 
the moſt atrocious crimes would not prove 
an advantageous or honorable ally, and that 


no faith could be expected from his moſt ſo- 
lemn engagements. 


However, notwithſtanding theſe my 
rooted principles, the aſſiſtance of the Hon. 
Company's forces for conducting him to 
Poonah could not at this time be with- held, 
without a total ſubverſion of the political 


ſyſtem we had ſo long ago embarked in. 


Mr. Moyſtyn, our late embaſſador at 
Poonah, having poſitively affirmed, that 
matters were now ripe for our interference, 
and, with many other circumſtances ſet 
forth in our conſultations, not a ſingle one 


of which proved true in the ſequel, aſſured 
us, 
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us, that Ragobah would be joined by above 
half the Mharatta army as ſoon as the Eng- 
liſh publicly eſpouſed his cauſe ; of which 
he was ſo confident as to undertake conduct- 
ing him to Poonah with a ſingle battalion 
of ſepoys only. My propoſal had alſo been 
rejected, of deferring our undertaking till the 
Bengal detachment was arrived near enough 
Surat to admit of our joining them from 
hence, and Colonel Leſlie was directed to 
proceed to a fort near Poonah called Zinor. 
As an additional weight to all theſe matters 
Mr. Carnac delivered in a minute on the 
urgency of this buſineſs, and its importance 
to the exiſtence of theſe ſettlements, and 
perhaps the Hon. Company's other poſſeſſions 
in India. 

On this account and on the faith of the 
former gentleman I conſented, with the ma- 
jority, to engage in this expedition, and I 
hope you will not think I could be ſo devoid 
of common ſenſe, as to ſuppoſe the whole 
Mharatta empire could have been ſubdued 
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by about two thouſand two hundred ſepoys, 
and between five and ſix hundred Europeans, 
including the artillery, with which force 1 
was detached, as the incloſed return deli- 
vered to me by the Brigade Major on the 
1{t December laſt, clearly evinces. 

Having now given my reaſons for conſent- 
ing to this expedition, I muſt beg your pa- 
tient peruſal of thoſe I imagine to * been 
the cauſe of its failure. 

The firſt and principal one I ſuppoſe to 
have been, its foundation in error, and a 
miſrepreſentation of facts from the only 
perſon on whom we had a right to rely; 
another alſo contributed to render it more 
completely unfortunate ; I mean the want of 
a proper confidence in the commanding of- 
ficer of the troops, and the appointment of 
a Committee, with powers to concert and 
conduct all military operations, from which 
aroſe the firſt idea of our retreat from Tille- 
gaum, and to which may be alſo attributed 
the inconſiderate hurry with which we had 
been puſhed on there. 

| | To 
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To carry on the thread of my narrative I 
muſt here remark, that extreme ill health 
had on the 6th January obliged me to reſign 
the command of the army, as you will ſee 
by the Surgeon's certificate, with the mi- 
nutes of the Committee, and I never after 
interfered in military, or any other duty, 
but left the ſole management of every thing 
to Mr. Carnac. 

My ſurprize was great when he informed 
me at Tillegaum, it was neceſſary the army 
ſhould retreat ; and a Committee being after- 
wards called, at which, through the violence 
of my diſorder, I with the utmoſt difficulty 
attended, and the Commiſſary being ſum- 
moned ſome queſtians were aſked him about 
proviſions, as will appear by the minutes 
then taken, many verbal reaſons were alſo 
urged for the neceſſity of undertaking a re- 
treat; and it was reſolyed, the commanding 
officer ſhould be ordered to do it without de- 
laying one ſingle day, our intention having 
heen communicated to our ally Ragobah, of 


whoſe 
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whoſe treachery no longer any doubts re- 
mained. After our retreat to Burgaum no 
Committee, that I can recollect, was ever 
aſſembled, except one, for the anſwering Mr. 
Farmer's letters, at which no other buſineſs 
was done, and the treaty made there was 
conducted and managed by Mr. Carnac, till I 


was called, between eight and nine at night, 


to give it the ſanction of my ſignature alſo. 


I well remember ſeveral converſations 
held in preſence of many people, and that 
at one of them Mr. Carnac faid the opinion 
of Lieut. Col. Cockburn and Lieut Col. 
Dagon muſt be required in writing; but 
why that of the latter was never called for 
I cannot comprehend, and the former I am 
told, gave in his on our retreat at Condola. 
Now I am much at a loſs to conceive how 
TI can be ſaid to have concurred with him at 
a Committee which was never held, in a 


written opinion which I never ſaw till it 


was produced and read with other papers of 
the Select Committee at Bombay, and I am 
ſorry 


91 


ſorry to be obliged to declare, that the greateſt 
part of the diary now produced, is ſpurious 
and therefore inadmiſſible. 

But I muſt cautiouſly avoid encroaching 
upon your time and patience beyond what 
abſolute neceſſity requires, and therefore 
conclude with requeſting your particular at- 
tention to my remarks on the Poonah diary, 
and Mr. Carnac's addreſs to the Select Com- 
mittee. | 

My two letters of the 16th and thoſe of 
the ſufficiently prove, that I have uſed 
my utmoſt endeavour to bring truth to 
light, and that the Committee have exerted 
arbitrary power as well as evaſion to ſup- 
preſs it. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) 
th March 1775. CH*2 EGER TON. 
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knowledge of the Mharatta politicks we had 


the utmoſt reliance, that the moment we 


give my voice for the undertaking, and ] be- 
lieve it was the general ſenſe of the Com- 
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Mr. CARNA Cs ADDRESS, 


To the Hon. Wm. Hornby, Eſq; Prefident, &c, 
of the Select Committee. 


GENTLEMEN, 


WHEN the late expedition was firſt ſet 
on foot for conducting Ragonath Row to 
Poonah, and placing him in the regency 
during the minority of the Peſhwo Mhado 
Row Naram, there was every reaſon to con- 
clude, from the aſſurance and repreſentations 
of the late Mr. Moyſtyn, on whoſe intimate 


engaged in his cauſe with vigour, there 
would be almoſt a general declaration in his 


favour, and that the propoſed change in the 


adminiſtration would be effected with little 
difficulty, 


Theſe hopes, I confeſs, influenced me to 


mittee _ 
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mittae that this vag the critical moment of 
accompliſhing thoſe important points which 
have o often been the ſubje& of our moſt 
:2x10us deliberation; and particularly for ſe- 
curing to the Company the predominant in- 
fluence in the Mharatta ſtate to the utter ex- 
cluſion of the French. I thought I could 
not better teſtify my zeal for the intereſt of 
my employers, than by offering my aſſiſ- 
tance on a ſervice from which'ſo great bene- 
fits were expected to ariſe to them. 


As we have unfortunately experienced ſo 
ſad and mortifying a diſappointment, I now 
deem it my duty to give all the light I can 
upon the matter, in order that the cauſes of 
our ill ſucceſs may be the more eafily in- 
veſtigated. ; 

Whether the Committee undertook: the 


expedition upon il-founded principles, or 
whether its failure was owing to miſcon- 


duct, is a queſtion that poſſibly may never 
be thoroughly decided; — but the retroſpect 
of the proceedings of the campaign will 

Fe G evince 


— U—U—U—U— RS 


TH 

evince there was not that active exertion 
 ſhewn by our army, which the powers of 
India have been uſed to expect from the 
Company's forces, and that there was a de- 
lay and languor in our operations, which, 
whether unavoidable or not, eould not fail of 
being very detrimental to the cauſe in whieh 
we were embarked. The flow progreſs of 
the army was noticed by me ſo long ago as 
the 2oth of December, as will appear ” 
the diary of the Poonah Committee. 

It was upwards of four weeks after the 
landing of the troops at Panwell, before they 
had all aſcended the ſummit of the Ghatt, 
altho' the diſtance does not exceed thirty miles, 
and no enemy appeared to oppoſe us; and 
their march was in the ſame degree flow from 
Condola to Tillegaum, whereby Nanna Fur- 
neze had full time to open his treaſures, and 
to ſet every engine at work to uhite all parties 
againſt us. This afforded him the opportu- 
nity of gaining over that powerful Jaghyrdaar 
Madjee Scindy, who had been long wavering, 

and 
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and was ſuppoſed to be rather inimical to him. 
Ragobah's friends, on the other hand, would 
be naturally diſcouraged by the extreme cau- 
tion obſerved in our meaſures, and over-awed 
by the large army whieh Nanna had ſufficient 
leiſure allowed him to collect. Could more 
expedition have been uſed, it might have 
given quite a different turn to affairs; for 
it appears by Mr. Lewis's letters, who was 
ordered to ſend us punctual accounts of the 
State of the Poonah forces, that their number 
before we took the field was very inconſider- 
able, and that- they were much diflatisfied 
for want of pay. If our intelligence was 
right, the troops with Holkar were then the 
moſt reſpectable, of whoſe good diſpoſition 
to our cauſe we were ſo well perſuaded, that 
on the 26th Oct. we reſolved, that Mr. Lewis 


ſhould put himſelf under Holkar's protection, 
if he found any difficulty in quitting Poonah. 
In juſtice to the memory of Mr. Moyſtyn, 
and to thoſe who may have been ſomewhat 
influenced by him, it ought to be remarked 
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that his death, at ſo very critical a period, 
may have contributed to make Ragobah's 
friends keep back : for as the correſpondence 
and intercourſe with them had been chiefly 
conducted by Mr. Moyſtyn, they would 
conſider him in a manner as our pledge for 
fulfilling the expectations they had formed 
from Ragobah ; and would alſo be cautious 
of treating with new men on an affair of ſo 
much delicacy, and where there was an ap- 
parent hazard on their parts. 

The ſervice was of ſo ſhort duration after 
Mr. Moyſtyn's death, that the negociations, 
interrupted by that accident, could not be 
again put in a proper train. 

It ought likewiſe to be remarked, that there 
are grounds for ſuſpicion that Ragonath Ro] ỹ- 
did not ſeriouſly endeavour to divide the op- 
poſing Chiefs, and bring over ſome of them 
to his intereſt, but rather was willing to try, 
by the aid of our arms, to force his way 
through all oppoſition, that ſo every body 
might be at his mercy. 

For 
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For the ſpace of near five weeks, the army 
did not meet with the ſmalleſt moleſtation ; 
and it can never be ſufficiently regretted, 
that more advantage was not taken of that 
interval when the enemy, by their conduct, 
appeared to be wholly unprepared. 

However, they at laſt puſhed a party for- 
wards at Condola, where they began their 
oppolition ; as our troops advanced they con- 
ſtantly gave way, or if they attempted to 
make a ſtand, were diſlodged ; yet as ſoon 
as we had taken up our ground and fixed our 
encampment, they never failed bringing up 
cannon near enough to annoy us; and we 
were, I believe, more than fifteen days ſuc- 
ceſſively cannonaded in our camps, which 
the enemy were encouraged to perſiſt in by 
finding they could do it with impunity, as 
our line, nor any part of it, was ever moved 
out to endeavour, by a vigorous effort, to 
get poſſeſſion of ſome of their guns. 

On our arrival at Tillegaum we found all 
the Bramin Miniſters, and every conſiderable 
os Mharatta 
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Mharatta Chief in arms againſt us, and no 
reaſonable proſpe& of any perſon of conſe- 
quence ſeparating from them to join us; 
and they had, by a judicious but barbarous 
policy, taken effectual meaſures to preclude 
us from the poſſibility of ſubſiſtence, as they 
burnt every place without diſtinction, and 
laid waſte the country through which we 
were to pals. 

Tillegaum was in flames when we entered 
it; and it was confidently reported and gene- 
rally believed the ſame fate was to attend 
Chinſera and another conſiderable town, and 
even Poonah itſelf, if we advanced on to 
thoſe places. 


Thus circumſtanced, the Committee found 
it neceſſary to conſider very ſeriouſly what 
plan to purſue; and in the minutes of their 
diary under the ult. are fully ſtated the 
reaſons for the reſolution that the army ſhould 


fall back, to which I beg leave to refer you. 


The order entered upon the diary was ac- 
cordingly iſſued to Lieut. Col. Cockburn, to 
whom 
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whom Col. Egerton had made over the pro- 
viſional command ſome days before on account 
of the bad ſtate of his health, tho' he till 
acted as a Member of the Committee. 

The army in conſequence moved towards 
Worgaum, and it 1s ſcarce to be queſtioned 
that their retreat thither might have been 
made good with little or no loſs; had not the 
troops, whoſe ſtrength conſiſted in their union 
and compactneſs, been unfortunately divided 
into three bodies too far diſtant to ſupport 
each other, the cauſe whereof it will reſt 
with the Commanding Officer to explain. 
Owing to this diſpoſition, Capt. Hartley, who 
commanded the rear, was left with his divi- 
ſion to ſuſtain the whole brunt of the enemy's 


force, which he gallantly reſiſted ſeveral 
hours. He was afterwards joined by the 
greateſt part of the European battalion : 
however, they were at length ordered to re- 
treat to the line. Why the whole line was 


not rather moved down to ſupport that divi- 
fion and repel the enemy, merits conſideration. 
4576 | The 
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The loſs ſuſtained that day did not much 
exceed 300 men, in killed, wounded and 
miſting, Sepoys and Artillery Laſcars included, 
as will appear by the return ſent to the Prefi- 
dency : yet a doubt was intimated the next 
day, that the army would not ſtand ſuch 
another attack, altho' their behaviour on the 


late occaſion did not warrant ſo unfavourable 


a ſuſpicion ; but ſuch an idea being ſuffered, 


to prevail and ſpread, without any pains taken 


to diſcountenance or check it, was ſufficient 


of itſelf to bring on ſo fatal an effect. 
A decided opinion being delivered to this 


purpoſe on the 1 5th ult. by Lieut. Col. 


Cockburn, and concurred in by Col. Egerton ; 
and the former having expreſsly declared he 
could not charge himſelf with conducting the 


army to Bombay, my authority did not ex- 


tend to the giving an order obliging the army 


to march at all events; and if it had, it would 
have been imprudent in the higheſt degree to 


have given ſuch an order to officers who had 
expreſſed ſuch an opinion of the troops they 


were 
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were to lead, when a miſcarriage might have 
been attended with fatal conſequences not 
only to the whole army, but to the ſettlement 
itſelf. 

There was, therefore, no alternative but 
to make the beſt terms we could, to ſecure 
the unmoleſted return of our troops; for 
which end Mr. Farmer was firſt ſent to the 
Durbar, and Mr. Holmes afterwards to 
Madjee Scindy, in the hope of exciting jea- 
louſy and an oppoſition of intereſts. 

The terms offered by the enemy were ſo 
humiliating, that we could do no otherwiſe 
than peremptorily declare we had no autho- 
rity to bind our principals to ſuch conditions, 
and that if we did make ſuch an agreement, 
it would be deluding them. However, not- 
withſtanding our declaration, of which Mr. 
Farmer aſſured us he had given the Durbar 
a tranſlation in writing, they perſiſted in their 
demands; nor could Mr. Holmes, whom 
we commiſſioned to treat with Madjee Scindy 


for the purpoſes before-mentioned, prevail 
| H on 
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on them to relax; and the papers. now before 
you were in conſequence ſigned by Colonel 
Egerton and myſelf, as the fine qua non of 
our being allowed to march back without 
interruption : Mr, Farmer and Lieut. Stewart 
were left as ſecurities. It amazed me that 
the Mharattas, who, I doubt, were but too 
well acquainted with our deſpondency, did 
not inſiſt on the army remaining with them 
as hoſtages till the ſtipulated countries were 
ceded; and it appears the more extraordinary, 
as I learned from Mr. Holmes that Nanna 
had inſtructed Harry Punt Furkia in writing, 
to ſtipulate for the detention of the army till 
poſſeſſion had been given them of the ceded 
places. This was prevented by Madjee 
Scindy, and can only be accounted for from 
his being deſirous of manifeſting ſome inſtance 
of regard for the Engliſh. 

Col. Egerton having called in queſtion the 
meeting of the 15th January, it muſt reſt 
with Mr. Scibbald, the acting ſecretary, to 
authenticate it. Lieut, Col. Cockburn being 


ſent 
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ſent for, attended thereat, and delivered in 
the opinion already noticed, concerning the 
temper of the army; and an anfwer to Mr. 
Farmer was then diQtated and written in 
Col. Egerton's tent, where we met. It is 
not to be ſuppoſed that in the field, eſpecially 
in the ſituation we were at Burgaum, all the 
forms could be obſerved as of a conſultation 
at Bombay. I am happy that Mr. Holmes 
and Capt. Hartley, who happened to be in 
the tent, can bear teſtimony, as well as Mr, 


Scibbald, to the ſeveral ſentiments that were 
declared at that time. 


The Committee's diary is not ſo perfect 
as it ſhould be, owing to our ſeparation from 
Mr. Farmer, our ſecretary, whoſe departure 
was ſo ſudden as to occaſion its being left 
incomplete, who inadvertently took ſame of 
the papers with him. 

Before I cloſe my letter, I muſt beg your 


your attention to the very diſagreeable pre- 
dicament I ſtood in at the convention of 
Burgaum. Though I had a caſting voice in 
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the Committee, we were ſo reſtricted in our. 
inſtructions that it was neither within, my 
province nor my power to prevent or rectify 
military errors, and when the army was 
pronouriced to be reduced to ſo fatal a di- 
lemma, whether by miſconduct, or by the 


chance of war, nothing was left but to ſub- 
mit to whatever conditions could be obtain- 
ed for its preſer vation. 


I ſhould not have fo long delayed "Ry 
ing this repreſentation before you, but that 
I have been ſo much indiſpoſed fince my re- 


turn to the Ifland, it was not in my Power 
to do it ſoaner. 


I anm, &c. 
(Signed) 
11th Feb. 1779. JOHN CARNAC, 
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To the Hon. Wm. Hornby, Eſq; Prefident, &c. 
Members of the Select Committee. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I Think it my duty to ſend you the fol- 
lowing remarks on the Poonah Committee 
diary, which you muſt have obſerved, be- 
gins with a very capital error in dating its 
commencement from Panwell on the 7th of 
Decem. a long time before its commiſſion 
was opened, 

Of our proceedings at Campolee enough 
has been ſaid already, I will therefore pro- 
ceed to Condola, where, on the 25th De- 
cember, I had the honor of peruſing a letter 
from the Select Committee, in which your 
unwillingneſs to ſuffer the powers of the 
Poonah Committee to ceaſe, are ſo expreſs, 
that I could not avoid conſenting to that 
minute of the 6th January, in which it is 
recommended to Mr. Carnac to continue the 
Committee after my departure. 

Now I hope you will allow, that on this 
and all other occaſions I have made it my 

: ſtudy 
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ſtudy to fulfill your wiſhes ; and would it 
not be very hard ſhould I be made a- facri- 
fice to my good intentions ? For you muſt be 
ſenſible, I could have no ſelfiſh view in lend- 
ing my name for a continuance of this Com- 
mittee after my return to the army, when 


ill health prevented my performing any duty 
either civil or military ; and what other 


motives could I have beſides my deſire of 
purſuing your plan till your further orders 
could be received, which unfortunately never 
5 reached us till our return to Panwell. 
I admit the two Committees held at 
Tillegaum, though they were by no means 
regular ones, and I do not find any notice 
taken in them of my ſentiments, that the 
delay of a retreat from Tillegaum for a day 
or two could not be attended with any 
eflential bad conſequences, or my. poſitive 
refuſal of being concerned in any reſpect 
with Ragobah's fraudulent intentions rela- 
tive to Scindy. 
] find on the face of the diary two letters 
| recorded, 
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recorded, and ſuppoſed to have my ſignature 
to them; one of the 7th January to Lieut. 
Col. Cockburn, commanding officer, and 
another of the 13th January to the Select 


Committee from Burgaum. This laſt, I 


believe, and the firſt, I am certain I never 
ſaw or ſigned. 


After our return to Burgaum no Com- 
mittee was ever held that I know of, unleſs 
that for anſwering Mr. Farmer's letter, and 
alſo that for ſigning the treaty, may be 
deemed ſuch ; at theſe, however, no mi- 
nutes certainly were taken, and therefore I 
cannot help ſuppoſing, that thoſe which ap- 
pear on the proceedings of the diary, have 
been formed fince the expedition was over, 
like ſome others which after our retreat were 
firſt ſhewn me at Panwell, and which I there 
refuſed to ſign—yet they were read here at 
the Select Committee, as part of our diary, 
in which they do not now appear ; what 1s 
become of them I know not, nor think ſo 
ſpurious a compoſition to be regretted. 

In 
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In ſhort, J admit of no paper or ptoceed- 
ings relative to this diary, which are not au- 


thenticated by my own ſignature, as I find 


ſo many falſhoods are * to be impo- 
ſed upon me. 

I cannot paſs by a paragraph in your Ho- 
nor's, &c. letter to the Poonah Committee, 
dated the 1oth January—* The poſt at the 
& head of the Ghatts, we are much ſurpri- 


„ gzed, has been left deſtitute of all kinds 
„ of ſupplies ;” of this I ſhonld demand an 
explanation, did I not ſuppoſe one will ap- 
pear in Lieut. Frazer's Court Martial. ba 


Iwill trouble you with no further re- 


marks on this diary, but deſire Mr. Holmes 


may be aſked, whether Mr. Carnac did not 


ſeparately from me give him a carte blanche 


to treat, and took upon him ta anſwer for 


my concurrence therein. 

I have now to add the following remarks 
on Mr. Carnac's addreſs to the Select Com- 
mittee, dated the 11th February, though not 
read till the 19th, and muſt acknowledge 


myſelf . 


I 
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myſelf of the ſame opinion I formerly was, 
in regard to the teſtimony he has given of 
his zeal for the intereſt of his Hon. employers, 
viz. that it 1s in dire& oppoſition to their 
poſitive orders, and has, I fear, fince proved 
to be prejudicial rather than advantageous to 
the cauſe. » 

He ſays, that whether the Committee 
4 undertook the expedition upon ill- founded 
principles, or whether its failure was owing 
* to miſconduct, is a queſtion which pro- 
e bably may never be thoroughly decided.” 
In nis I agree with him whilſt the Commit- 
te , perſiſt in evading any enquiry into it, now 
rae facts are recent in every one's memory, 
and the principal evidences preſent on the ſpot. 

I deny there having been any languor in 
the motions of the army, and the delays 
Mr. Carnac mentions were abſolutely un- 
avoidable, whether he knows it or not, for 
the Commanding Officer could not take the 
ſtores and proviſions under his arm at Panwell, 


and walk away with them immedtately to 
Poonah. 


1 He 
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He preſumes on his minute of the 2oth 
i Dec. on the diary of the Poonah Committee. 
| L believe I have already proved the greateſt 
F part of that to be falſe, and am therefore 
4 authorized in treating it as the ebulliency of 
pique and reſentment, rather than the repre- 
ſentation of facts. | 
As to his remark, that the ſervice was of ſo 
ſhort duration after Mr. Moyſtyn's death, 
that the negociations interrupted by that ac- 
cident could not be again put into a proper 
65 trainit is true they were not, which I have 
. always deemed a capital error. 
4 I ſhall ſay no more of his remark, ** of 
itt <& our line, nor any part of it having never 
moved out to endeavour by a vigorous ef— 
| N 6 fort to get poſſeſſion of ſome of theirs 
4 | „ (the enemy's). guns,” except that the 
Commanding Officer knew the duties of-his 
profeſſion too well to give ſo unjuſtifiable an 
order, for which he would have been repre- 
henſible by all military judges. 
Of the whole of our retreat to Burgaum, 
N | Mr. 


1 


Mr. Carnac, who was the projector of it, 
ſeems to have had a very confuſed idea, and 
contradicts himſelf in his narrative, where he 
ſays that the army was unfortunately divided 
into three bodies too far diſtant to ſupport 
each other; and a very few lines afterwards | 
affirms, that Capt. Hartley was joined by the 
greateſt 'part of the European battalion ; and 
thinks that it merits conſideration, why the 
whole line was not rather moved down to 
ſupport that diviſion, and repel the enemy's: 
he forgets, that if they were too far diſtant 
to ſupport each other, neither his own chime- 
rical ideas, nor the juſt ones purſued, could 
have been put in execution. 


A very pretty compliment to Capt. Hart- 
ley 1s now introduced, meant, I ſuppoſe, to 
palliate your reſolution of the 5th February; 
and it is obſervable, that Lieut. Col. Cock- 
burn, commanding officer, has hever been 
called upon to explain theſe matters, tho' 
Mr. Carnac has repeatedly declared he thinks 
it neceflary. 
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The Hon. the Committee will, without 
doubt, call on Mr. Carnac for the proofs 
which he means to exhibit, that the prejudi- 
cial opinions mentioned by him were ſuffered 
to prevail and ſpread, without any pains being 
taken to diſcountenance or check them ; and 
had he, Mr. Carnac, attentively read his 
inſtructions, he would have ſeen there that 
his authority extended to giving an order 
obliging the army to march at all events, 
How far this might or might not have been 
imprudent, I will not preſume to determine; 
but it is certainly unfortunate, that, in a 
matter of ſo much importance, he ſhould 
now, for the firſt time, entertain any doubt 
of the plenitude of his powers. 

I will ſay nothing more about the diary of 
the Committee, agreeing with him, that it 
is not ſo perfect as it ſhould be; but as he 
ſeems ſo anxious to have his ſentiments ap- 
pear, I deſire Mr. Holmes and Capt. Hartley, 
on whom he calls, may be alſo aſked what 
his were, about the retreat from Tillegaum, 

on 
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on which ſubject they had a converſation in 


preſence of Lieut. Col. Cockburn, as I was 
informed afterwards. 

I ſhould be glad Mr. Carnac would point 
out by what part of his inſtructions he ſup- 
poſes himſelf reſtricted from unlimited power. 


I am, &c. 


(Signed) 
8th March 1779. CH* EGERTON. 


To the Hon. the Select Committee of the Court 
of Directors for Affairs of the United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England, "OG 7 
the Eafi-Indies. 


GENTLE MEN, 


1 Have the misfortune to be one of your 
much aggrieved and much injured ſervants, 
and it is from you alone that I am to hope for 
or expect redreſs ; however, I will not tire 
you with a tedious relation of circumſtances 
which my correſpondence with the Select 


Committee, and letter to the Supreme Coun- 
cil, fo clearly ſet forth. 


If 
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If I knew what was alledged againſt me, 

a very few words of truth would, I flatter 

myſelf, refute, with ſhame, my falſe accuſers 

who, well knowing my conduct to be irre- 

proachable, have rather ventured to diſobey 

your poſitive orders, than attempt to alledge 
any thing againſt me. | 

To the public papers of the Board I have 


taken the liberty ofadding copies of my private 
correſpondence with the Governor, leſt you 


might be induced to give any credit to the 
bold aſſertion of my having accepted a paltry 


alternative. 
I have not preſumption enough to ſend 
you any remarks of my own on this whole 


affair, which I am thoroughly convinced 
will now be decided with wiſdom and equity, 
Jam, &c. 
(Signed) 
$th March 1779. CHs EGER TON, 


CoM- 
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 CoOMMITTEE's ANSWER, 
To Colonel Charles Egerton, 


þ S I R, 
| THE Hon. the Sele& Committee have 
; directed me to acquaint you, in reply to your 
letter of the 3d iuſtant, that your own letters 
of the 31ſt Jan. to the Preſident, and the 
general order given out in conſequence, ſuffi» 
ciently convince your having accepted the 
offered 'alternatiye ; and that with regard- to 
the other parts, of your letter, they require 
no further anſwer than has already been given, 
Your addreſs to the Hon. the Select Com- 
mittee of the Court of Directors, and to the 
Governor General and Council, will be pune- 
tually forwarded. | 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) 
EDW. RAVEN SCROFT, 
mbay, | 
4ith March 1779. Seer . 
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To the Hon. William Hornby, E/q; Preſident 
and Governor, Sc. Fobn Carngc, Ei: 


and Daniel Draper, Eſq; Members of the 
Select Committee at Bombay. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE Hon. the Court of Directors were 
pleaſed, by their orders to this Preſidency, 
bearing date the roth April 1778, to appoint 
a Select Committee for tranſacting all poli- 
tical, military and naval affairs, conſiſting of 
William Hornby, Eſq; the prefident ; John 
Carnac, Eſq; the ſecond; Colonel Charles 
Egerton, the military commander in chief ; 
and Daniel Draper, Eſq; the fourth Member 
in Council; and they are further pleaſed to 
direct, that if their military Commander in 
Chief ſhould at any time be abſent from the 
Preſidency, the Preſident, the ſecond and 
fourth Members of the Council, ſhould be a 
Select Committee for the purpoſe aforeſaid, 


during the abſence of the Commander in 


Chief from the Preſidency. 
Notwith- 


Notwithſtanding, and i in direct violation 
of the above · recited orders, you did on the 
23d of February laſt, and many ſubſequent 
days, and ſtill continue to aſſemble as a 
Committee, without calling on me by ſum- 
mons or otherwiſe, although here preſent at 
the Preſidency. 


Under theſe circumſtances, I ſhould but 
ill deſerve the honor conferred upon me by 
the Court of Directors, and be greatly defi- 
cient in my duty to them and the Hon. 
Company, did I not proteſt, on their behalf, 
againſt your aſſembling and determining any 
matters as a Select Committee, without 
having previouſly ſummoned every Member 
of the ſaid Committee. EA 

1 do therefore hereby ſolemnly proteſt 
againſt the Hon. William Hornby, Eſq; 
John Carnac, Eſq: and Daniel Draper, Eſq; 
for the reaſons above-ſtated, declaring you 
collectively and ſeparately to be reſponſible 
for every bad conſequence that may attend 


ſuch extraordinary and unprecedented pro- 
ceedings. 


K Being 
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Being alſo further particularly cane 


by your reſolving to withhold from me, 
notwithſtanding my repeated claims, my juſt 


right of commanding the troops under this 


Preſidency, without aſſigning any reaſon for 
ſo doing, except a glaring, and, I believe, a 


wilful miſconſtruction of my letter, dated the 


30th January laſt, to the Hon. the Preſident, 


which can by no effort of ingenuity be tor- 
tured into an acceptation of the alternative 


you wiſh to make it;—its plain and real 
meaning being only, that I conſented to be 
guided by the Governor's opinion in inveſti- 


gating juſtice and truth, which I now fear is, 
if poſſible, to be ſuppreſſed; and I therefore 


again proteſt againſt you, holding you alſo 


reſponſible for ſo injurious and oppreſſive an 
_— 


I have the honor to be, 
(Signed) 
CH* EGERTON. 


Pombay, 
15th March 1779, 


PRE- 
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PRESIDENT'S MINUTE. 


COLONEL Charles Egerton, in his let- 
ter to the Committee of the 16th ultimo, 
has obſerved, that he was unable to attend 
ſufficiently to the reading of my minute of 
the 29th of January, of which he ſays he 
received a copy after his letter above-mentioned 
was written; and in his letter of the 22d 
ult. he declares, that he poſitively refuſes 
and diſdains conſenting to my propoſal of 
declining the command (now his health is 
mended) to evade the threat of my minute. 

In his letter to the Hon. the Sele& Com- 
mittee, dated the 8th inſt. he ſays, “ To 
the public pa the Board I have taken 
the liberty of adding copies of my private 
«© correſpondence with the Governor, leſt 
you might be induced to give any credit 
to the bold aſſertion of my having accepted 
the paltry alternative,” He writes in the 
ſame ſtrain to the Governor General and 
Council, declaring the accuſation of his having N 
accepted the alternative propoſed in my minute + 

r of 


3 


of the 2gth January, to be unjuſt and falſe®, 

The copies of the letters which paſſed be- 
tween the Colonel and me on this ſubje&, as 
delivered in by himſelf, will, I beheve, be 


thought to convey, in pretty plain terms, 


his voluntary acceptance of the propoſal con- 


tained in my minute of the 29th January; 
but in order to ſet this in a ſtill clearer light, 
J think proper to ſtate what paſſed further 
previous to the iſſuing of the garriſon orders 
of the 31ſt Jan. wherein it was ſignified 
that Col. Egerton and Lieut. Col. Cockburn 
had declined all military duty, and Lieut. 
Col. Nilſon was to hold the command till 


further orders from the Select Committee. 


+ I made no objections to the motion for 
my minute of the 2gth Jan. laying on the 


* I have giyen no anſwer to this falſe and abſurd minute 
of the Governor's, from which it appears, that if I had 
accepted this paltry alternative, it was to have formed an 
article of accuſation againſt me. 
+ What the Governor ſays about his having made no 
objection to his minute laying on the table till it could be 


communicated to Lieut. Col. Cockburn, is notoriouſly falſe, 


as he agreed to jt in conſequence of Mr. Draper's objection, 


| and in compliance with bis propoſal. 


table ; 


3 


table; not that the ſubject ſeemed to require 
deliberation, but in order that it might be 
communicated to Lieut. Col. Cockburn, 
that he might have an opportunity of making 
his option. Accordingly, I the ſame evening 
ſent a note to Lieut. Col. Cockburn, deſiring 
to ſee him the next morning ; and to Col. 
Egerton I wrote the note, of which he has 
given a copy, Lieut, Col. Cockburn came 
accordingly to my appointment, and after 
hearing my minute read, he concurred i in my 
propoſal without any heſitation. Soon after 
I received Col. Egerton s anſwer to my note 
of the night before, and a few minutes after- 
wards the Colonel came himſelf, | 

He repeated very nearly the purpart of the 
note he had juſt ſent me, and repeated over 
and over again that he Was determined to be 
guided by my opinion, but that he thought 
there would be an appearance of partiality i in 
proceeding thus againſt him, and removing 


him from the command of the army, while 


Mr. Carnac remained without cenſure. ] ex- 


plained 


| 


| 
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plained to Col. Egerton, that my minute aud 
motion referred to a particular point, which 
applied to him and Lieut. Col. Cockburn in 
their military characters only; — that Mr. 
Carnac being in no ſuch character, was 
neither liable to cenſure in it, nor could he 
claim command. 

After a very long converſation, which was 
however nothing elſe but a continued refu- 
tation of theſe few particulars. Col. Egerton 
deviated into a diſcuſſion of ſome circum- 
ſtances of military detail. Amongſt the reſt 
he was on the ſubject of the removal of Mr. 
Omuſton from the adjutancy of the fourth 
battalion. In order to bring him back to 
the matter, as I underſtood it, of his viſit, 

be). I aſked, Who then was next? Col. Egerton 
Wi: ſaid, any officer who might be approved, as 
the adjutancies were not diſpoſed of accord- 


1 ing to ſeniority. I anſwered, I did not 
| ſpeak of the adjutancy, but of the command 
1 of the garriſon, You think then, Sir, ſaid 


Col. Egerton, I ought to decline the com- 


| mand, 
' : . 


11 

mand. I ſaid, I did. Col. Egerton again 
repeated, that he thought it hard, but would 
be guided by my opinion.—“* 

+ He accordingly took off his ſword, and 
confulted me on what footing to put his re- 
nunciation of the command in public orders. I 
propoſed the plea of his health. He ſaid, that 
he had been very unfortunate, having brought 
an excellent conſtitution to India, where it 
had been quite ruined. He then drew his 
chair to the table, and took pen and paper, 


to write the order relative to his declining 
the command; and aſked me, Who ſhould 
receive it from him, Col. Cockburn having 


* This converſation is very unfairly ſtated, and the 
Governor ſeems to forget, that I frequently repeated my 
deſire of bringing truth to light : that he at laſt expreſſed 
his ſurprize on my ſeeming to doubt his impartiality and 
integrity : nor did I ever to the laſt confent to be guided 
by his opinion, ſhould it deviate from the paths of truth 
and juſtice. 

+ The Governor here mentions a very trifling inſlance, 
of my taking off my ſword, without telling the true reaſon 
of it, which I informed him at the time; viz. for fear of 
hurting his gouty legs on drawing near the table ; nor 
does he ſay, that when my buſineſs was done I retook it. 


likewiſe 


[ 8 J 
declined * Some converſation enſued, likewiſe 
whether Lieut. Col. Nilſon or Lieut. Col. 
Dagon ſhould take the command. 

The Colonel was of opinion, that the 
engineer corps had no right to command ; 
and I was of this way of thinking myſelf: 
it was ſettled therefore, that Lieut. Col. 
Dagon ſhould take the command. 

But Lieut. Col. Nilſon had fo lately been 
in command of the garriſon, and it had never 
been formally ſettled here, whether the en- 
gineer corps ſhould be excluded from the 
command, 1 thought the preſent occaſion 
might make it ſeem particularly harſh if this 
excluſion ſhould be firſt eſtabliſhed at this 
time. I therefore told Col. Egerton, that I 
would take a little time to conſider, whether 
the command ſhould devolve upon Col. 
Nilſon or Col. Dagon; and then Col. Eger- 
ton took his leave. | 
I found Col. Nilſon, on the authority of 
ſome former precedents, expected the com- 
mand; and, as I wiſhed to avoid giving 
ground 


[ os. '© 


ground to ſuppoſe a flight was ſhewn where 
none was really meant, I conſented that 
Col. Nilſon ſhould receive the command 
from Col. Egerton ; and the order of the 
31ſt of January was iſſued in conſequence, 
and by my orders communicated by the 
Town Major to Col. Egerton, who deli- 
vered the command over to Col. Nilſon ac- 
cordingly. 

I cannot avoid in this place taking no- 
tice of Col. Egerton's denial of his having 
concurred in Lieut. Col. Cockburn's written 
opinion on which I grounded my charge 
againſt both thoſe officers, 

Col. Egerton was ſo far from denying 
this at the time my minute of the 29th of 
January was read, that he then acknow- 
ledged, that he had concurred in it ; and 
this circumſtance was then ſo ſtriking that I 
interlined at the Board the words and does 
now,” in the concluding ſentence of the 
third paragraph of my minute, the very 


moment before I put it into the Secretary's 
L hands, 


L Wn + 


hands. I make no doubt but that the other 
members of the Committee muſt equally 
well remember the circumſtance. I do not 
mean to accuſe Col. Egerton of any thing 
diſingenuous in this inſtance, but really be- 
lieve it to proceed from weakneſs of memory, 
which can only account ſufficiently for the 
two extraordinary paſſages which have given 
occaſion for this minute. 

I fear Col. Egerton's recollection may fail 
him as much, with regard to the particulars 
of the converſation J have been | relating - and 
I am. happy, therefore, that I need not en- 
tirely depend upon my own, as a third perſon 
was preſent, who may be called on, if Col. 
Egerton ſhould think I have not been ſuffi- 
ciently EXACt,—* 3 


* I again deny my having ever ſeen or read Col. Cock- 
burn's opinion, till it was produced here at Bombay ;— 


and it is remarkable that the Secretary of the Poonah 


Committee has never been examined, purſuant to my 
deſire, relative to that matter, upon oath ; but a vague 
anſwer of his has been produced to a queſtion ſtated to 
him by Mr. Carnac; nor, in general, have any of thoſe 


eſſential ones which I propoſed, been put to the other 
witneſſes. | 
To 


of 83 J 


To the Hon. Wm. Hornby, Eſy; Prefident, &c. 
Select Committee. 


GENTLEMEN, 


NoTWITHSTANDING the proteſt I was 
obliged to ſend you on the 1 5th inſt. I will 
continue to addreſs the Hon. Select Commit- 
tee, from a conviction that you will order 
every Member of the Board to be ſummoned 
before you proceed to aſſemble for the purpoſes 
the Hon. Court of Directors thought fit to 
inſtitute it, 

The buſineſs of the letter I have now the 
honor of addreſſing you, is only to ſend you 
a few words relative to a minute of the Hon. 
the Preſident's, which was yeſterday ſent me 
for my peruſal without any date. It ſeems, 
he foreſaw that it was natural for me to deny 
ſome eſſential parts of his ſuppoſed converſa- 
tion, which, he ſays, the evidence of a third 
perſon then preſent will confirm. 

' However, I do not mean to take up your 
time with entering upon a matter ſo unim- 
PE portant 
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portant to the main obje& ; and have only to 
remark, that no other inference can be drawn 
from this minute, except that I muſt have 
ſuppoſed the Hon. Preſident meant to make 
a fair and impartial enquiry into the whole 
of my conduct here on the ſpot, and that I 


was willing to wave every privilege of my 


ſtation that could impede it, for the ſake of 
bringing truth to light, agreeable to the 
ſentiments of my letter to him of the zoth 
January laſt. | 

I ſuppoſe common ſenſe will never believe 
I meant to refer any matter to the deciſion 
of the Supreme Council, without having 
previouſly furniſhed them with the neceſſary 
materials for forming a judgment thereon. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) | 
CH* EGER TON. 


19th March 1779. 


Tg 
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To the Hon. William Hornby, Eſq; ' Prefident 


and Governor, &c. Council, Bombay. 


GENTLEMEN, 


In the preſent ſituation of public affairs 
I ſhould deem myſelf culpable towards the 
Hon. Company, in ſuffering any confidera- 
tion whatever to prevent my contributing 
my utmoſt endeavours towards the defence 
of their property and poſſeſſions, menaced as 
they are by our moſt dangerous enemies; 
and, as my zeal and attachment to their ſer- 
vice is real and unfeigned, I feel a moſt inex- 
preſſible concern at ſeeing daily their affairs 
injured and endangered by our own diſagree- 
ments and cabals, in which I call God to 
witneſs, that I have had no further ſhare 
than in bearing with all the patience I have 
been able the heavieſt acts of injuſtice and 
oppreſſion. \ | 

But, before I proceed, it will be neceſſary 
to engage your very particular attention to a 
fact of the weightieſt importance, I mean 


the 


Wo 


the eſtabliſhment of the Select Committee 
which the Hon. Court of Directors thought 
expedient to appoint laſt year, and to order 
the commanding officer to be one of the 
members thereof, whenever he ſhould be 
preſent at the Preſidency ; but it appears by 


my proteſt, dated the 1 5th March laſt, that 


in defiance to the Hon. Company's orders, 
many informal aſſemblies of the Select 
Committee haye been held fince the 11t of 
February laſt without my being ſummoned 
thereto, on a frivolous pretence of referring 
my conduct on the late expedition to the 
Supreme Council, without ever informing 
me, purſuant to the inſtructions of the Hon, 
Directors, what part of it is deemed repre- 
henſible, except by two formal accuſations of 
the Governor's, devoid of the ſhadow of either 
truth or juſtice, as your Hon. Board will be 
convinced on a juſt enquiry into theſe accuſa- 


tions, which I think I have a right to claim 
at your hands, as a piece of juſtice due both 


to my honorable employers and me, that 


(ſhould 


1 
(ſhould I deſerve it) my delinquency may 


be puniſhed in the moſt exemplary manner, 
or that I may be permitted to perform the 
duties of my ſtation with credit to myſelf, 
and, I hope, advantage to my honorable 
maſters. 

I am obliged here with ſorrow to obſerve; 
that the drunkenneſs and deſertion which 
have prevailed ſince my removal from the 
command ſufficiently prove the neceſſity of 
keeping an: officer of experience at the head 
of the army. For the latter, I mean deſer- 
WW tion, has exceeded any thing ever remem- 
bered in this place; the cauſes of which 
mould, I think, be enquired into. The 
nice ſenſe of military honor in your officers, 
and even European ſoldiers, has, I fear, 
been highly injured by the unjuſt aſperſions 
thrown upon them in the orders of the 5th 
February laſt, owing, I ſuppoſe (as my 
letter of the 16th February remarks) to the 
Select Committee's having been impoſed on 


by 
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by ſome miſrepreſentations ; nor has that been 
ever yet enquired into. 

Now it appears to me to be your indiſ- 
penſable duty, as the guardians of the Hon, 
Company's affairs, to examine into my con- 
duct as an officer, and I again requeſt and 
claim it of you as a point of juſtice both to 
'them and me; but at the ſame time I proteſt 
againſt Mr. Hornby's and Mr. Carnac's voting 
on this occaſion, as I have too much reaſon 
to be convinced that theſe Gentlemen, being 
parties concerned, are by no means either 
unprejudiced or impartial. 

Before I conclude I muſt beg you to re- 
mark, that I had every reaſon to ſuppoſe this 
forced and irregular reference of my conduct 
to Bengal would have been decided in a much 
leſs time than ſix months, and that I bore 
all perſonal injuries with the utmoſt patience 
till now that the Hon. Company's affairs de- 
mand my ſervice ; and that I here thus declare, 
ſhould I ſtill be prevented executing the duties 


of my office, thoſe Gentlemen muſt be re- 
ſponſible 
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ſponſible for the defence of this place, who 


ſo unwarrantably, and contrary to the orders 
of the Directors, have aſſumed it. 
I have the honor to be, 
With the greateſt reſpect, 


GENTLEMEN, 
= Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
Rs (Signed) 
WW 2% CHARLES EGERTON. 


July 29th 1779. 


To Colonel Charles Egerton. 
S I R, 

YOUR letter of the 29th ult. has been 
laid before the Hon. the Preſident and Coun- 
cil, who have directed me to acquaint you in 
reply, that you have therein been pleaſed to 
arraign the conduct of the Select Committee 
in matters for which they alone are reſponſible. 
The Board cannot take cognizance of your 
letter, which they have therefore referred to 
the Select Committee. 

I have the honor to be, SI R, 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


__,EDW. RAVENSCROFT, 
Bombay Caſtle, 5 Sec. 
5th Aug. 1779. 
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To Colonel Charles Egerton. 
S I R, | 


YOUR letter of the 29th ult. addreſſed 
to the Hon. the Preſident and Council, 
having been laid before the Select Committee 
in conſequence of the Board's reference, I am 
directed to return you the following anſwer : 

That the Sele& Committee is very well 
fatisfied with the officer in whoſe hands the 
command of the troops is now veſted ; and 
with reſpect to yourſelf, their determination 
has been long fixed, and repeatedly ſignified 
to you to wait the deciſion of the Governor 
General and Council, to whoſe judgment 
your conduct has been ſubmitted. 

I am, 
81 N., 
Vour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
(Signed) 
EDW. RAVENSCROFT, 


Secretary to the Select Committee. 
Bombay Caſtle, 


19th Aug. 1779, 


To 
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To the Hon. Wm. Hornby, Eſq; Prefident, &c. 
Select Committee, Bombay. 


GENTLE MEN, 


I Beg the favor of you to order your Se- 
cretary to tranſmit a copy of the Supreme 
Council's opinion and advice on the reference 
you have been pleaſed to make to them, con- 
cerning my conduct on the late expedition; 
for I cannot doubt of your agreeing with me, 
that, in point of juſtice and a compliance 
with the Hon. Company's inſtructions, I have 
a right to be acquainted with every circum- 
ſtance that relates to a matterin which I am 
ſo deeply intereſted. 

You will, I dare ſay, not think me over 
haſty in this application, as ten days are 
elapſed ſince the receipt of the Supreme 
Council's packet. 

I have the honor to be, 


GENT LEMEN, | 
Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ** 
| (Signed) 
* CH* EGERTON. 


7th Sept. 1779. 
M 2 The 
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The following Letter was received about an 


hour after the foregoing one was ſent to 
Mr. Ravenſcroft: 


To Colonel Charles Egerton. 
S I R, 


ENCLOSED I have the honor to tranſmit 
an extract of a letter from the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, in reply to the reference 


made to them of your conduct on the late 
expedition. 


The Hon. the Preſident and Select Com- 
mittee have directed me to acquaint you, that, 
conſidering the impoſſibility of forming a 
General court-martial from the officers be- 
longing to this eſtabliſhment to whom objec- 
tions may not be made, either as being parties 
concerned, or to their competency to judge 
of officers at the head of an army, they cannot 
at preſent comply with the recommendation 
of the Governor General and Council to bring 
youto a trial; but whenever General Goddard 


may come to an accommodation with the 
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Mharattas, or may be able to ſpare a ſufficient 
number of officers to conſtitute a General 
court-martial, the Select Committee will 
make application to him for that purpoſe, 
and bring you to a trial accordingly. 
I am, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


I EDW. RAVENSCROFT, 
Ws Bombay Caſtle, — 
mn Sept. 1779. * 


Received at the ſame time. 


| Copy of the third Paragraph of a letter from 


the Governor General and Council to the 
Select Committee at Bombay, dated 14th 
June 1779, and received the 29th of Aug. 
following, at night. 


WE muſt deſire to decline the reference 

which you have made to us of the charge 
preferred by your Preſident againſt Colonel 
Egerton and Lieut. Col. Cockburn as a point 
in which we have no juriſdiction, and which 
18 cognizable only by your authority, either 
with the power of ſuſpenſion, immediately 
d veſted 
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veſted in your Body by the Court of Diree- 
tors, or through the regular trial of a court- 
martial, to which we recommend their being 
immediately brought, not upon the limited 
charge given in by the Preſident, which 
ſolely points to one part of their conduct, 
but upon a general charge for miſconduQ 
upon an expedition that has failed. 


To the Hon. Wm. Hornby, Eſq; Prefident, Ec. 
Select Commitee, Bombay. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I Did not receive the honor of your let- 
ter, dated the 7th inſt. with a copy of the 
third paragraph of the Governor General and 
Council's letter to the Sele& Committee, till 
above an hour after mine of the ſame date 
was diſpatched to you; and I cannot now help 
expreſſing my aſtoniſhmeat at the refolutions 
which I find by your ſaid letter you have 
taken thereon. | 

After having arbitrarily. impoſed on me 
(which you are pleaſed fo ſay was by 

my 
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to the Governor General and Council, pro- 
miſing to conform to their opinion and advice 
therein; which, being now at laſt arrived, 
you do not ſcruple to inform me, that it is 
impoſſible (for certain frivolous reaſons) to 
abide by it till General Goddard may come 
to an accommodation with the Mharattas. 
In the name of God! what concern has 
my buſineſs with General Goddard? And 
what probability is there of his being able 
to ſpare a ſufficient number of officers to 
conſtitute a General court-martial, when 
we know that his whole brigade can ſcarcely 
furniſh the number required ? To which 
I muſt alſo add, that he is not under the or- 
ders of this Preſidency. 

The latter part of your letter 1s not leſs 
vague and evaſive, wherein you ſay, that the 
Select Committee will make application to 
General Goddard for a ſufficient number of 
officers, &c. and bring me to a trial accord- 
ingly : but you have avoided informing, con- 


formable 


my conſent) a reference of my conduct 
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formable to juſtice and the laws, what crime 
you mean to produce againſt me. Now I 
inſiſt on being tried on the two formal charges 
which the Hon. the Preſident delivered againſt 
me eight months ago, and on the ſuppoſi- 
tion of which I have ſo long been deprived 
of ray juſt rights, to my own great injury 
and diſcredit; and the Hon. Company' s diſ- 
advantage; to whoſe intereſt I feel myſelf 
ſo warmly attached, that I have and till 
continue to wave my own juſt rights and 
privileges, that their buſineſs and ſervice may 
not be impeded ; I therefore conſent (how- 
ever irregular it may be) to your adding 
even at this diſtance of time to the two 
charges above-mentioned, any new ones you 
may now think proper to frame, purſuant 
to my letter of the 3d of March laſt, where- 
in I defy you to point out any particular 
parts of my conduct as culpable; with a due 
reliance therefore on conſcious innocence, I 
have courage to face the moſt awful, impar- 
tial tribunal : nor can you forget my earneſt 
deſires 
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deſires of having this whole affair minutely 
enquired into, or your own cautious circum- 
ſpection in evading my wiſhes. 

In my former letter I have proteſted and 
now continue to proteſt moſt ſolemnly 
againſt the uſurped authority of a ſet of 
gentlemen aflembling, and calling themſelves 
a Select Committee, in defiance of the Hon. 
Directors orders; and alſo againſt your ex- 
traordinary conduct towards me, in depriving 
me ſo long of my juſt rights on falſe and 
frivolous pretences, to the great detriment 
of my reputation, fortune, and ſucceſs in 
life. | 

You have now at laſt received the Su- 
preme Governor and Council's advice and 
opinion 1n regard to me, and 1 claim your 
promiſes of being guided thereby, as the 
ſmalleſt excuſe does no longer remain for 
farther procraſtination and delay ; I there- 
fore deſire and infiſt on being immediately 
reſtored to my juſt rights, or having ſome 
legal reaſon for not complying with my re- 


N queſt; 
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queſt ; nor can you be ignorant, any more 
than myſelf, that the failure of the laſt ex- 
pedition does not come within the limited 
juriſdiction and cognizance of a General 
court-martial, 
I am, 
SIR, 
. (Signed) 
800 Lot. 47 CH* EGERTON, 


To Colonel Charles Egerton. 
8 1 R, 


YOUR letters of the yth and Sth inſt, 
have been laid before the Hon. the Select 
Committee. WI 

I have their directions to acquaint you in 
reply to the firſt, that the delay in commu- 
nicating to you the Governor General and 
Council's anſwer proceeded from no other 
cauſe than the time neceſſarily taken up in 


decy- 


tt. 7 
decyphering diſpatches of very conſiderable 
length, and in deliberation thereon, and pre- 
paring an anſwer by a ſhip on the point of 
ſailing. 

In reply to your ſecond letter, I am di- 
rected to acquaint you, that it is clearly ex- 
preſſed in the Preſident's minute of the 29th 
January, that the intent of the reference 
made to the Governor General and Council 
was to draw from them their own opinion 
and ſentiments of your conduct on the late 
ſervice, by which, as therein declared, he 
meant to be guided as to the propriety of 
continuing you in the ſervice, or the expe- 
diency of diſmiſſing you from it. 

That the letters to you of the 2 3d Feb. 
and 1ſt of March clearly expreſs, that ſuch 
was the intent of the reference to the Go- 
vernor General and Council, and it was upon 
the expreſſed expectation of receiving their 
own opinion and ſentiments, and your agree- 
ing to the reference, that the Preſident then 
waved his motion for your ſuſpenſion. 


N 2 However, 
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However, out of deference to the Gover- 
nor General and Council, a court- martial 
has been offered to you on the only condi- 
tion that could be offered, which you have not 
thought proper to accept; and, as the Com- 
mittee would wiſh to avoid the other alter- 
native propoſed to them by the Governor 
General and Council, namely, that of ſu— 
ſpenſion, unleſs forced to it by your unrea- 
ſonable cavils, they have directed me to ſig- 
nify to you, that, as thoſe gentlemen have 
declined taking it upon themſelves, they are 
determined to wait for the deciſion of the 
Hon. Company, before they can permit you 
tayexerciſe any of your functions in their 
ſervice: and that, if you object ſubmitting 
to this condition, they are determined to 
ſuſpend you, as propoſed by the Governor 
General and Council. 


I have the honor to be, 


8 # 
(Signed) | 
EDW. RAVENSCROFT, 
Bombay Caſtle, Secretary to the ſaid Committee. 


12th Sept, 1779. 


To 


E103 1 


To the Hon. Wm. Hornby, Efq; Prefident, &c. 
Select Committee, Bombay. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I Have had the honor of your letter of 
the 12th inſtant, to which, by your threats 
of ſuſpenſion, I am precluded from giving 
any anſwer, leſt my reſpectful remonſtrances 
ſhould be interpreted into unreaſonable ca- 
vils; however, as it is my indiſpenſable 
duty to furniſh you with every material in 
my power towards elucidating this affair, 1 
can no longer delay ſending you the follow- 
ing charge againſt the Hon. John Carnao, 
Eſq; having now no proſpect of delivering 
them in any moderate time from my ſeat at 
the council table, as I all along intended; 
VIZ, | 

1{t, For having intentionally and fraudu- 
lently falſified a part of the diary of the 
Poonah Committee. 

2dly, For having communicated with Ra- 
gobah, not only without the knowledge of 

the 
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the ſaid Committee, but in oppoſition to the 
reſolutions thereof, to the great prejudice of 
the Hon. Company's intereſt, and detriment 


of the late expedition. 


3dly, For unjuſtly neglecting to produce 
the opinion of Lieut. Col. Dagon, relative 
to the ſituation of the army at Morgaum, 
which it was reſolved ſhould, with Lieut. 
Col. Cockburn, be required in writing, for 
the information of the Poonah Committee. 

Of the truth of theſe accuſations I under- 
take to furniſh the moſt convincing proofs, 
whenever you may think proper to. call on 
me, which I hope will be at as ſhort a 
period as poſſible. | 


I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 


(Signed) 
Bombay, 


zZoth Sept. 1779. CHs EGERTON. 


To 
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To Colonel Charles Egerton. 


S I R> 


I Am directed by the Hon. the Preſident 
and Select Committee to ſend you the en- 
cloſed copy of a minute delivered by Mr. 
Carnac, in reply to your charges againſt 
him; and to acquaint you, that the Com- 
mittee are ready to receive what proofs you 
may have to offer in ſupport of them. 


J have the honor to be, 
SIR, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


EDW. RAVENSCROFT, 


Bombay Caſtle, Secretary to the Select Committee. 
30th Sep. 1779. 


Copy of a Minute delivered by fohn Carnac, 


Eſq; at a Meeting of the Select Committee 
the 3oth September 1779. 


THE charges contained in the letter re- 
ceived from Col. Egerton, delivered in at 
ſo diſtant a period as eight months fince his 
return, 
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return, .as well from the nature as the ſtile 
of them, bear ſo evidently the marks of ma- 
lice of an accuſed perſon ſeeking to juſtify 
himſelf by recriminating, „ however un- 


fairly,” upon another, as not to deſerve an 
anſwer; nor indeed the predicament under 
which he ſtands can an accuſation be with 
propriety admitted from him ; however, Mr. 
Carnac will trouble the Committee with a 
few obſervations, which he flatters himſelf 
will fatisfy both them and his honorable 
employers at home, of the futility of and 
little foundation for them. 

Lieut. Col. Hartley, Mr. Scibbald, and 
Mr. Holmes all bear teſtimony to the decla- 
ration made by Mr. Carnac, that the retreat 
of the army ought to be attempted at all 
events ; although this declaration was not 
formally entered at the proper time on the 
proceedings, on account of the confuſion in 
which things were at Morgaum, the neceſ- 
ſary conſequence of the ill fated iflue of the 
expedition. 


Mr, 


Cds 4 


Mr. Scibbald always attended Mr. Carnac 
in the interviews he had with Ragobah, to 
interpret between them ; and little or nothing 
occurred on thoſe occaſions, excepting hearing 
Ragobah's remonſtrances againſt the inactivity 
and want of vigour of our army, and making 
odious compariſons between this and the 
former campaign he had been engaged in 
with the Engliſh, and that no good could. 
poſlibly ariſe, unleſs ſome ſpirited efforts were 
made againſt the enemy; and Mr. Scibbald 
had Mr. Carnac's directions to report to the 
Colonel conſtantly what paſſed at theſe con- 
ferences. 3 

If Col. Egerton had the opinion of Lieut. 
Col. Dagon to corroborate the one entertained 
by him, reſpecting the ſituation of the army 


at Worgaum, it was material he ſhould have 
produced it. 


A true Copy. 
(Signed) 


ROBERT TAYLOR, 
Aſſiſt, Sec. to the Select Committee. 


0 To 
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To the Hon. Wm. Hornby, Eſq; Prefident and Ml 
Governor, &c. Select Committee, Bombay. 


GENTLEMEN, 

| I Am honored with your letter of the 
zoth; to which I have only to reply, that 
I am ready to produce proofs in ſupport of 


my charges againſt the Worſhipful John 
Carnac, Eſq; whenever you chuſe to ap- 
point a day for examining my evidences. | 
I ſhall ſay nothing here in anſwer to his 
minute, which I received with your ſaid 
letter, having reſerved my comments thereon 
for the paper encloſed. © | 


I have the honor to be, 


With the greateſt reſpect, - 
GENTLEMEN, ſe 

Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervaut, f 
(Signed) b 


CHARLES, EGERTON, 


Bombay, 
1ſt Oct. 1779. 


Colonel 


= a 


Colonel Egerton's Reply to a Minute delivered 
by the Hon. Fohn Carnac, Eſq; at a meet- 
ing of the Select Committee the 3oth Sept. 
1779» | 
IT required much time to frame an illu- 
five anſwer to my charges, which were dated 
on the 13th Sept. and this minute on the 
zoth of the ſame month, proving plainly that 
the Worſhipful John Carnac, Eſq; was in no 
hurry to bring the matter to a ſpeedy conclu- 
fion, though he complains of the diſtant period 
at which the charges were delivered, and 
affirms, that, in the predicament. I ſtand, no 
accuſation can be admitted with propriety 
from me. | 


Foreſeeing he would not fail to avail him- 
ſelf of this ſubterfuge, I refrained producing 
ſpecifically my charges, as you are informed 
by my letter of the 1 3th Sept. till an oppor- 
tunity ſhould preſent itſelf of ſo doing from 
my ſeat at the Council table, and kept them 
in my eſcrutore till I received your laſt reſo- 
lution, accompanied by threats, if I objeQted 
O 2 ſub. 
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ſubmitting to the conditions thereof ;—and 
here I beg that my ſilence on that ſubject 
may not be interpreted into an acquiefcence 
with it. But this 1s foreign to the matter 
in hand, which I do not mean to deviate 
from, and therefore repeat, that though two 
of the above charges were not ſpecifically 
given to the Committee, they were virtually 
ſo by my former letters, and ſufficiently ſo 
for an innocent man to have demanded a 
juſtification immediately; particularly by 
my letter of the 8th March to the Select 
Committee, wherein, after many remarks, 
you will find theſe words:“ In ſhort, I 
admit of no paper or proceedings relative 
„to this diary, which are not authenticated 
„ by my own ſignature, as I find fo many 
„ falſhoods are attempted to be impoſed 
<< upon me.” 

In many of my letters J have alſo com- 
plained of unfair dealings, in regard to Lieut. 
Col. Dagon's opinion; but in that of the 8th 
of March laſt, to the Hon, Supreme Council, 


(con- 
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(conveyed to them through the channel of 
the Select Committee, who had previoufly 
the peruſal of it) I fay, „you will alſd 
« pleaſe to obſerve, that Lieut. Col. Dagon's 
4 opinion has been evaſively ſecreted :” and 
in the ſame letter I alſo fay, that « the 
« greateſt part of the Poonah Committee 
« diary is ſpurious, and therefore inadmiſ- 
« ſible,” This carries, I believe, ſufficient 
conviction, that my accuſations do not bear 
thoſe marks of malice and recrimination 
which the Worſhipful John Carnac, Eſq; 
is deſirous of ſtigmatizing them with; nor 
do you, I find, think them undeſerving an 
anſwer. | 

If the Worſhipful John Carnac, Eſq; and 
Mr. Scibbald, had conſtituted the Poonah 
Committee, their meetings with Ragobah 
without me could have been juſtifiable. But 
to Ragobah's remonſtrances againſt our inae- 
tivity and want of vigour, and his odious 
compariſons, I ſhall not deign to give any 
other anſwer, than that they are foreign to 
| the 
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the matter in debate, and carry evident marks 
of that recrimination which this worthy 
Gentleman ſo much condemns. Befides, 
they are diametrically oppoſite to the com- 
plaints brought me by Mr. Scibbald from 
Ragobah, viz. that the army advanced too 
faſt, and that we ought to halt and call Coun- 
cils, as at Bombay. 

The laſt paragraph of the Worſhipful John 
Carnac, Eſq; his minute, is too vague and 
evaſive to admit of an anſwer. 


( Signed ) 


CHARLES EGER TON. 


Bombay, 
iſt Oct. 1779. 


To Colonel Charles Egerton. 
SES IE | 
I Am directed by the Hon. the Preſident 
and Select Committee to acquaint' you, in 
reply to your letter of the 1ſt inſt. that they 


will receive whatever information you may 


have to deliver in ſupport of your charges 
againſt 
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againſt Mr. Carnac, and tranſmit copies of 
them to the Hon. Company for their deter- 


mination. | 
I have the honor to be, 
8 1 N. 
Your obedient humble ſervant, 
(Signed) * 
ED W. RAVENSCROF T, 
Sec. to the Select Committee. 
Bombay Caſtle, | 


5th Oct. 1779. 


To the Hon. William Hornby, E,; Prefident 
and Governor, &c. Select Committee on 
Bombay. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I Received the honor of your letter yeſter- 
day, and cannot help, in anſwer to it, ex- 
preſſing my ſurprize, that no day is fixed for 
examining the eyidence I am to produce in 
ſupport of my charge againſt the Hon. John 
Carnac, Eſq; as in your letter of the zoth 
of September you tell me, you are ready to 
receive what proofs I have to produce, &c. 
but by the preſent one, that you will receive 

| | what- 
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whatever informations I am to deliver, &c. 
&c. Now you muſt be ſenſible, that infor- 
mations and proofs are very different things; 
and that an accuſation of this nature ought 
to be examined in the moſt clear and regular 
manner, that the Hon. Company may fee 
the affair in its true light, before they are 
requeſted to give a determination thereon ; to 
this I muſt add, that it cannot be ſuppoſed 
I ſhould have needleſsly troubled you with a 
letter, ſoliciting leave to ſend ſuch papers to 
the Hon. Directors as might appear to me 
eſſential for their information. Give me leave 
to conclude this letter with a repetition of the 
laſt paragraph in mine of the 1 3th Sept. laſt; 
VIZ. “Of the truth of theſe accuſations | 
« undertake to furniſh the moſt convincing 
66 proofs, whenever you may think proper 
* to call on me, which I hope will be at as 
e ſhort a period as poſſible.” 

| I am, Gentlemen, 

Your moſt humble ſervant, 
(Signed) 

' | GO: 117g uh EGERTON 
5 7⁵ 
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To the Hon. Court Dinectors, England. 
GENTLEMEN, 2 
IT gives me inexpreſſible concern to 
trouble you on a ſubject, which at firſt view 
appears to be merely ,perſonal, and confined 
to thoſe groſs acts of injuſtice and oppreſſion 
that I ſtill labour under, as I have done 
for above eight months, without any pro- 
ſpect of relief. However, on mature deli- 
beration, I doubt not but you will be con- 
vinced theſe proceedings are of a general bad 
tendency, and injurious to every branch of 
your ſervice, whilſt pique and prejudice are 
allowed to tyrannize over integrity and juſ- 
tice, in direct oppoſition to your poſitive or- 
ders in the twentieth paragraph of your in- 
ſtructions to the Supreme Council, dated 
the 14th January 1774, where you are 
pleaſed to command, Before the removal 
„of any Company's ſervants from any 
office, the party be made acquainted in 
writing with the accuſation preferred 
| P * againſt 
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« 2painſt him: that he be ſummoned to 
% make his defence, having a reaſonable 
< time allowed him for that purpoſe,” &c. 
&c. | | 

Yet this common piece of juſtice 1s denied 
me. I am condemned, and excluded from 
the command you have thought proper to 
honor me with, not only without a hearing, 
but without an accuſation, all my expoſtu- 
lations being either anſwered evaſively or 
ſtigmatized with the odious appellation of 
unreaſonable cavils. But to you, I flatter 
myſelf, theſe my reſpe&ful remonſtrances 
will appear in a different light, if you will 
only indulge me with a portion of your 
time ſufficient for the reading my pain 
with ſerious attention. 

Through the courſe of eleven years ſer- 
vice, it has ever been my pride and ſtudy 
to gain your confidence and efteem, but how 
far I have been fortunate enough to ſucceed 
in this my laudable wiſh, I dare not preſume 
even to gueſs, However your own records 


will 


pr 


tas 1 


will ſhew, that within this period many 
underhand methods have been purſued to 
prejudice me in your opinion, though I 
ſhall now paſs them over in filence as not 
material to the buſineſs in debate, and con- 
fine myſelf clolely to recapitulating here our 
tranſactions only from the commencement 
of the Poonah expeditions ; to which, as my 
former letters teſtify, I gave my aſſenting 
voice at the Select Committee; not becauſe 
I was vain or ignorant enough to ſuppoſe, 
that the whole Mharatta empire could be 
ſubdued by our diminutive army of leſs than 
three thouſand men; but becauſe Mr. Moy- 
ſtyn, our late Ambaſſador at Poonah, 
vouched to the Committee, that we might 
depend on being joined by above half the 
Mharatta force, as ſoon as our little army 
ſhould make its appearance on the continent, 
and the Hon. Company ſhould have openly | 
ſewn their reſolution of eſpouſing heartily 
and warmly the cauſe of Ragobah : had his 
fertions (which were the baſis of our un- 
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dertaking) proved true, it could not have 
failed reflecting honor on the Company $ 
arms, and producing very ſolid and Iucrative 
advantages to their government. With theſe 
hopes, and becauſe I thought fuck! an oppor- 
tunity was not to be neglected, L originally 
gave my approbation of and conſent to the 
meaſure. 3 
But let me now examine what ſteps were 
taken towards carrying it into execution. 

It originated i in a clandeſtine appointment 
of a Poonah Committee (or Field Deputies) 
with powers to concert and conduct all mili- 
tary operations, —and Mr. Carnac, the ſe⸗ 
cond in Council, was appointed Preſident 
thereof, with a caſting voice ; by whith 
means the weight and influence of the Com- 
mander in Chief, with his army, was much 
impaired and almoſt totally annihilated: and 
during theſe tranſactions your Stlect Com- 
mittee in Bombay ſtill continued to aſſume 
a exert the e of a Committee, with 

| only 
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only two of its Members, contrary tb n 


inſtitution of it. 


In this ſituation, regardleſs of Want f 


perſonal infolts, 1 lent all the aſfiſtantè in 
my power to the public cauſe, neglecking 
my own private injuries, till an opportunity 
might offer of repreſenting them propetly, 


after your affairs ſhould be determined; and 


continued ſo to do as long as my Health 
would permit me, till extreme weakneſs and 
ſickneſs compelled me to reſign 1 into the hands 
of a very worthy ſucceſſor the command of 3 a 
victorious advancing army. | 
Now let me ſtop one moment here, to 
make a ſhort remark on part of Mr. Carnac's 
addreſs, dated the 1 1th February laſt, about 


the conſtant cannonadi1 ing of our camp by the 


enemy; which, I believe, no man conver- 
ſant with military matters will be ſurprized 
at, or ſuppoſe our ſmall army of little more 
than two thouſand infantry (to which our 
numbers were ſoon reduced) capable of pre- 


venting ſuch an infult from an advanced 
| corps 
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corps of ten thouſand cavalry and infantry, 

ſupported by an army of above one hundred 

thouſand men. 

However I can eaſily prove, that our loſs 
ö from this formidable cannonade was very in- 

ö conſiderable, and operated only on the fears 


of thoſe who were a nuiſance in the camp. W 
Every thing as yet ſucceeded to our moſt = 
fanguine wiſhes, and the enemy, wherever l 
they attempted to make a ſtand was repulſed, a 
and obliged to retire before us; nor did the n 
cannonade commence till long after our 
tents were pitched, and they well knew it 


was out of our power to annoy them. I 
defy all the powers of fraud and malice to 
„ deny, that this was the real ſtate of affairs, 
when the perpetual exertions of my mind 
k and body had increaſed my malady to ſuch a 
i degree, that I became incapable at that time 
of rendering you any further ſervices, as the 
Surgeon Major teſtified in his certificate, and 
thought my immediate removal to Bombay 
neceſſary. 


But 
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But before 1 ot out Mr. Carnac, by my 
bedſide, deſired me to ſign certain minutes 
of his own framing, requeſting him ſingly 


to continue performing the functions of the 
Poonah Committee, till the Governor's or- 


ders on that head could be received : to 


which I conſented, from deſire of ſetting 
an example of forbearance and promoting 
harmony to my utmoſt, by manifeſting my 
own readineſs to fulfill the Governor's in- 
tentions on all occaſions. 

The minutes of the Poonah Committee, 
though in many reſpects fraudulent, give, I 


believe, a true account of my departure and 


return to the army, our communication 
with Bombay being already cut off by a de- 
tachment in our rear: and from this day I 
was conſtrained to follow the army without 
being able to interfere in any buſineſs what- 
ever, yet allowing, in conformity to the 
above-mentioned minute, my name to be 
continued in the diary of the Poonah Com- 
mittee till the Goyernor's orders ſhould be 

— received ; 
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received; to add all the weight in my power 
to Mr. Carnac's reſolutions. 
This is all 1 have to ſay of my . 
in general; but could I have known what 
particular parts of it are cenſured, as I re. 
peatedly deſired and even demanded in many 
of my letters, I would, Gentlemen, hay: 
attempted exculpating myſelf from every ac- 
cuſation, and my conſcience tells me, 
ſhould have ſucceeded in it beyond the power 
of controverſy, with as much eaſe as I have 
confated the only two charges that have 
appeared againſt me, which the Governor in 
his minute of the 29th January has digni- 
fied with oe pompous appellation of „ for- 
mal ones;” yet has never ventured to enter 
into an examination of them by any means 
that could be propoſed, though I frequently 
prged him to it: But my ſuppoſed conſent 
to a reference of my conduct to the Supreme 
Council preſented too advantageous a plea 
for procraſtination to be neglected ; and [ 
was now daily more and more convinced 
| that 


11 . 


that a determined reſolution had prevailed of 
ſtifling all enquiry, and of loading me with 
the infamy of the late miſcarriage ; for 
which purpoſes, and the effecting ſome other 
ſchemes, which it was plainly foreſeen I 
could never aſſent to, it became neceſſary 
to remove me at all events from the Board 
and Committee, even by ſuch unjuſtifiable 
methods as I believe their own diary ex- 
prefles, together with the illuſory reference 
above-mentioned of my conduct to the Su- 
preme Council, though all my letters” re- 
ject it with diſdain ; not from any diſreſpect 
towards them, or any conſcious dread of 
having my conduct ſcrutinized and ad- 
judged by thoſe -worthy gentlemen ; but 
becauſe I was convinced that nothing was 
intended by it but ſhuffling and evaſion, as 
a paragraph in one of my letters to the Com- 
mittee, dated the 22d Feb. plainly ſhews ; 
viz. © That after a fair enquiry ſhall have 
been made, I would willingly ſubmit the 


whole of my conduct to the candor and 
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wiſdom of the Supreme Council, to whom it 
may poſſibly appear very unaccountable; and 


alſo to the Court of Directors, ſhould you 


perſiſt in your reſolution of violently wreſt- 
ing from me my rights, on the frivolous and 


falſe charges alledged againſt me, which! 


can fo eaſily diſprove. 


How could the Supreme Council be ſup- 
poſed to form any judgment on my conduct, 
till they were faithfully made acquainted 
with the particulars of it ? which the Com- 
mittee have not thought proper to do, at 
leaſt ſo far as they have deigned to make 
me acquainted with their proceedings, by 
an extract, dated (blank) April 1779, from 
their letter to thoſe gentlemen per Panther 
ſnow. Nor do I know if any particulars 
relative thereto have ever been ſent to the 
Hon. the Secret Committee at home, 

From all theſe facts I have ſurely a right 
to aver, that I have been unfairly dealt 
with; and am authorized to aſſert, that my 
utmoſt endeavors have been uniformly ex- 
erted in promoting an enquiry ; and that, on 
the other hand, every engine of policy has 


bee 
for 
fut 
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fra 


6:06 


been ſtrained to ſuppreſs it.—I will, there- 
fore, not trouble you with enumerating any 
further proofs thereof, except the glaring 
recent one fince the receipt of the Supreme 
Council's advice and opinion, by which the 
Select Committee have ſo frequently pro- 
miſed to be guided, and, I believe, really 
meant ſo to be, had it happened to have ſuited 
their own purpoſes : but the recommendation 
of a regular trial by a court-martial was 
4 never expected, and could not be conſented to. 

Such excuſes were therefore deviſed for evad- 
ing it, as you will ſee in the Select Commit- 
tee's letter, dated the 7th Sept. which muſt, 
believe, appear to you frivolous ones, for 
they never were thought of till they were 
wanted. I am moreover at a loſs to find any 
good reaſon why I am, in a ſubſequent one, 
laid © not to have thought proper to accept 
« a court-martial,” as my letter of the 8th 
Sept. very clearly inſiſts on one? demanding 
to be tried on the Governor's two formal 


charges, and allowing any new ones to be 
framed againſt me. 
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But I ſhall haſte to a concluſion with only 
a few more words relative to my accuſations 
of Mr. Carnac, for ſurely many cannot be 
wauted to prove that they demand a very nice 
and impartial enquiry before we preſume 
having recourſe to your deciſion thereon, 
and that the ſtigma of them muſt remain 
with him till he thinks proper to clear hi 
character by a regular examination of prook;; 
yet you will obſerye, that the reyerſe ha 
been moſt notoriouſly and unjuſtly praQtiſed 
in regard to me. 
If I had not thought your ſervice and ii- 
tereſt as deeply affected as my own by thek: 
proceedings, I would have avoided troubling 
you with this tedious addreſs; to which | 
ſhall only add, that 1 am, with the mol: 
fervent wiſhes for your proſperity, and with 
the greateſt reſpect, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obliged and moſt 
obedient humble ſervant, 
(Signed) 
160 Of. 3779, CHARLES EGERTON 
; T1 


L as ] 


To the Hon. William Hornby, Ei; Governor, 
Sc. Council, 1 


GENTLEMEN, 


I Take the liberty of ſending you herewith 
my addreſs to the Hon. Court of DireQorg, 
which I requeſt you will order to be tranſ- 
mitted to them by. the firſt opportunity, 


J have the honor to be, 


GENTLEMEN, | 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
beads, CH* EGERTON, 


18th Oct. 1779. 


To Colonel Charles Egerton. 
8 1 R. 


THE Hon. the Preſident and Council 
have directed me ta acquaint you, that as 
they are of opinion the letter ſent in by you 
to them, to be forwarded to the Hon. Com- 
pany, relates ſolely to matters that are the 
faltine proyince of the Select Committee, it 


has 
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has been delivered to-that Board to be for. 
warded by them. 


I am, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
(signed) 
EDW. RAVENSCRO Pr. 
Bombay Caſtle, Sec. | 
- 6th Dec. 1779. , | 


To the Hon. the Court of Directors for Aﬀairi 
of the United Company of Merchants f 
England, trading to the Eaft-Indies. 

S8ENTLEMEN, 

I Take the liberty of tranſmitting to you 
copies of all the papers that have paſſed relative 
to my unjuſt treatment ſince the end of Jan, 
laſt, with a letter which I had the honor of 
writing you on the 18th Oct. through the 
channel of the Governor and Council; to 


which I will not now preſume: ta add the 
ſhorteſt remark, for fear of appearing to diſ- 
obey your order of addreſſing you on x all 
occaſions through that Board. 


I encloſe alſo a copy of my diary an the 
late expedition, which I delivered to the 
EE Goyer- 


GC 
tha 


ſince 


rope 
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from 
as I 
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Governor on my return; and ſhall only add, 

that I have received no anſwer to my letter 

to the Select Committee of the 6th Oct. laſt, 
I have the honor to be, 


With the moſt profound reſpect, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
(Signed) 
Seq rang 0 CH* EGERTON. 


To the Hon. Wm. Hornby, Eſq; Prefident and 
Governor, &c. Council, Bombay. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I Think a fortnight or more has elapſed 
lince the arrival of our two ſhips from Eu- 
rope, one of which has I know (if not both 
of them) brought ſome very material orders 
from our Hon. Maſters relative to me, and 
as I cannot conceive for what reaſon they 
ſhould ſo long have been kept ſecret from 
me, I am now to requeſt you will dire& 
W your Secretary to ſend me immediately both 
Wille general letters for my peruſal, with 
| the 
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the copy of my commiſſion as Brigadier 
General, which the Hon. the Court of Di. 
rectors have thought fit to beſtow on me. 
It appears alſo very extraordinary, that the 
ſame has not yet been iſſued in the public 


orders of this garriſon ; which, as my indif- # 
putable right, I now defire to have dots 
without delay, no ways doubting but that 7 
the commands of our Hon. Maſters, ſent 
directly to your Board, will appear to a ms as 
Jority of it of the greateſt weight and im- 
portance. let 
Your ſpeedy and favorable anſwer will to 
enable me to addreſs a letter of thanks on WW wh 
this occaſion to the Hon. the Court of Di wh 
rectors, to whom I am afraid of appearing Wl  .. 
even now tardy in my acknowledgment d equ 
ſo great a favor. 3 
I am with the greateſt reſpect, : 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſetvant, leng 
(Signed) the” 
E, d operon 
ut) 


7 


1 


To the Hon. the Court Directors. 
GENTLEMEN, 


I Should deem myſelf highly reprehen- 
ſible for one moment's delay, in returning 
you my moſt grateful thanks for the honor 
you have been pleaſed to confer on me, which 
[ ſhall ever ſtudy by my conduct to deſerve, 
and by a ſteady invincible attachment to 
our orders and intereſt, How happy ſhall 
] eſteem myſelf ſhould I be fortunate enough 
to gain your approbation and confidence, 
which I by no means deſpair of obtaining, 
when truth ſhall be ſuffered to appear. This 
| earneſtly requeſt of your impartiality and 
equity, together with a continuation of. your 
favor and protection. 

My letter would ſwell to an enormous 
length, were I to attempt expreſſing: fully 
the unfeigned ſentiments of my heart, ariſing 
from a principle of inclination as well as 


duty; let me therefore conclude only with 


R a freſh 
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a freſh aſſurance of my everlaſting gratitude, 
and of my having the honor to be, 
With the moſt profound reſpe&, 
GENTLEMEN, 


Your moſt obliged and 
moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
(Signed) 
WF 1780, CH® EGERTON, 


To the Hon. Win. Hornby, Eſq; Prefident, &c. 
Council, Bombay. 


GENTLEMEN, 


1 have now only to return you thanks for 
the favor of your letters of the 5th and 8th 
inſtant, and to requeſt you will forward the 
one herewith incloſed to the Hon. the Court 
of Directors by the firlt opportunity. 


I am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your -moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Bombay, | C. E. 


oth March 1780. 


To 


DO — _ ERR —UD2— 


E 
T o the Hon. the Court of Directors. 
GENTLEMEN, 


I have now the honor of ſending you the 
copy of a letter of thanks which, on the 
roth inſt, I had tranſmitted to the Board, 
to be forwarded, purſuant to your orders, by 
thoſe Gentlemen ; alſo a duplicate of the 
letter I had the honor of addreſſing you on 
the 18th October 1779, through the ſame 


channel. 
I am, with the moſt profound reſpect, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obliged and moſt humble ſervant, 


CHARLES EGERTON. 
Bombay, | pt RTE 
12th Mar, 1780, 


To Brigadier General Charles Egerton. 
SIR, 


I Am directed by the Hon. the Preſident 
and Council to encloſe you an extract of a 
letter from the Hon. the Court of Directors, 

| 1 dated 
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dated the -2oth of Jan. 1779, and a copy of 
the commiſſion they have been pleaſed to grant 
you as Brigadier General; alſo to acquaint 
you that the commiſſion, ſaid to. be ſent a 
number in the Hawke packet, has never been 
received, 


I am, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſarvant, 
| JA HATLEY, 
6th Match 1786. Dep, 


Copy of the ninth Paragraph of a leiter from 
the Hon. the Court Directors, dated the 


20th of Fanuary 1 779. 
HAVING thought fit to grant a com- 
miſſion, conſtituting Colonel Charles Egerton 
a Brigadier General in our ſervice, we enclok 


the ſame a number 1 in | the packet per the ſhip 
Hawke. 8 


of 


(4 true Copy.) RE) 
Jas HATLEY, 
Ke Sec. 


The 
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The United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the Eaſti-Indies. | 


To Charles Egerton, Eſquire, greeting. 


WE, the ſaid United Company, repoſing 
eſpecial truſt and confidence in your courage 
and experience in military affairs, do, by 
theſe preſents, conſtitute and appoint you to 


be a Brigadier General in our ſervice ; and do 
give and grant you full power and authority 
to take your rank as Brigadier General. You 
are, therefore, to take upon you the ſaid 
charge and command of Brigadier General as 
aforeſaid, and carefully and diligently to diſ- 
charge the ſaid truſt of Brigadier General, 
by doing all things thereunto belonging; 
and we do hereby command all our officers 
and ſoldiers to obey you as Brigadier General. 
And you are to obſerve and follow all ſuch 
orders and directions as you ſhall, from time 
to time, receive from us, our Governor and 
Council of Bombay, or any other your ſupe- 
rior officer, according to the rules and diſ- 
Cpline of war, in purſuance of thetruſt hereby 
repoſed 
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repoſed in you; or failing therein, our ſaid 


1 


Governor and Council are impowered by us 
to vacate and annul theſe preſents. Given 
under our common ſeal this twentieth day 
of January, in the nineteenth year of the 
reign of his Moſt Excellent Majeſty our 


Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the 


grace of God, King of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland, defender of the faith, and ſo 
forth, and in the year of our Lord one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- nine. 


By order of the Court of Directors of 
the faid United Company. 2) 
(Signed) 
P. MICHELL, 
Sec. 


A true Copy of the Copy. | 
JA® HATLEY, 
Dep. Sec. 
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To Brigadier General Egerton. 
S I R, 


I Am direfted by the Hon. the Preſident 
and Council to acquaint you, that they have 
not till this day had leiſure to re-peruſe the 
Hon, Company's letters by the ſhips lately 
arrived, but they have now iſſued directions 
for your appointment to the rank of Brigadier 
General being announced in general orders, 
with a copy of your commiſſion. 

The Sub-Secretary has already tranſmitted 
to you a copy of the paragraph reſpecting you, 
and a copy of your commiſſion. The com- 
miſſion itſelf has not been received by the 
Hawke, but only a copy. 


I have the honor to be, 
SIR, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
EDW. RAVENSCROFT, 
+. _n. 


Bombay Caſtle, 
5th March 1780. 


To 


„ 
To the Hon. William Hornby, Eſq; Preſident 


and Governor, &c. Counci! at Bombay. 
GENTLEMEN, 


You will, I believe, admit, that my pre- 
ſent ſituation is unparalleled on any of your 
records, and that conſequently it is very dif. 
ficult for me to act under it with a due r- 
gard to our Hon. Maſters intentions, put- 
ting the ſeverity and injuſtice of my own 
treatment out of the queſtion, of which in 
my former letters I have complained to you, 
from a conviction that I am primarily te- 
ſponſible for my conduct to the equity of 
your Board, and ultimately ſo to the candor 
and wiſdom of my Hon. Employers ; whole 
ſentiments I am pleaſed to find correſpond 
exactly with my own on this occaſion, 2: 
you will ſee by the latter part of the com- 
miſſion they have lately deigned to honor 
me with, expreſſed in theſe words: 

In purſuance of the truſt repoſed in 
you, or, failing therein, our ſaid Gover- 
«© nor and Council are empowered by us to 


„ yacate and annul theſe preſents.” 


It 
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It appears from this, that the power of 
ſo doing is very clearly and explicitly, as I 
always imagined, veſted in you ſolely ; nor 
can any farther proof be wanting of my own 
private opinion on this head, than the pro- 
teſt that I long ago delivered againſt the ar- 
bitrary uſurpation of thoſe Gentlemen who 
ſtyle themſelves the Sele& Committee, and 
the powers they have ſo illegally aſſumed 
over a member of their own Board, contrary 
to the plain inſtitution thereof. | 
| ſay, as the powers relative to the ad- 
judgment of my military conduct are veſted 
in your hands ſolely, I defire and claim of 
you a punctual obedience to, and obſervance 
of the Hon. the Court of Directors orders; 
That I may have any crime I fland accuſed 
of ſent me in writing, to the intent of clear- 
ing my character by convincing proofs of 
my innocence, or receiving ſuch puniſhment 
as my delinquency and the nature of my 
guilt may require. 9 


£ 


A By 
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By the General orders iſſued on the t eth 
inſtant, I am not only authorized but even 
required to perform duly the functions of 
my ſtation, which I now delay doing only 
to prevent further confuſion, impatiently 


waiting to know whether your ſentiment; 
correſpond with mine; and whether you ate 
of opinion, that the commands of the Hoy, 
the Court of Directors, or the machinations 
of two of their ſervants, ſhould have the pre- 


ference. 

The ſubject on which I now ſend you 
this addreſs is by no means of a private na- 
ture, but materially affects the Hon. Com- 
pany's honor and intereſt ; the firſt, in as 
much as their poſitive orders are at ſtake; 


l and the ſecond, from an immediate neceſſity 
4 of ſtopping, as ſoon as poſſible, thoſe acts of 
F partiality which have prevailed for above 2 
| twelvemonth, and ſtill continue to prevail, 
j to the infinite prejudice of their ſervice. 
1 I wili ſay nothing of my own private 
* buſineſs til! you, in compliance with the 
| | | Hon. 


t gs. ] 


Hon. the Court of Directors order, may do 
me the favor and juſtice of enquiring into it, 
by which means I ſhall have the much- 
wiſhed-for opportunity, ſo long and fo eva- 
lively refuſed me, of ſtating the whole of 
my conduct fairly, I flatter myſelf much to 
my own credit, and the ſhame and confuſion 
of my arbitrary perſecutors. 


I have the honor to be, 


GENTLEMEN, | 
Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
CHARLES EGERTON. 


Bombay, 
March 15th 1780. 


To Brigadir General Egerton. 
SI R, 


I am directed by the Hon. the Preſident 
and Council to acquaint you, that your ad- 
dreſs to the Hon. the Court of Directors has 


been forwarded in a late diſpatch from the 
Select Committee by way of Buſſorah. 


8 2 Yo 
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Vour ſubſequent addreſs to the Board has 
been ordered to lay on the table, in expeQa- 


tion of orders from the Hon. Company on 
the ſubject thereof, which will probably ſoon 


arrive. 
I have the honor to be, 


S I R, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
(Signed) 
bw. RAVENSCROFT, 


Bombay Caſtle, 
24th March 178g. 


To the Hon. William Hornby, Eſq; Preſident 
and Governor, &c. Council, Bombay. 

I Return you many thanks for the honor 
of your letter of the 24th inſt. by which [ 
obferve, that you have ordered mine of the: 
1 5th to lay on the table, © in expectation of 
«© orders from the Hon. Company on the 
ſubject thereof.” | 

But as this moſt evidently appears to be 


diametrically oppoſite to their expreis injunc⸗ 
tions 


& T4 | 


tions and poſitive orders, I defire my diſſent 
W thereto, and ſolemn proteſt againſt it, may 
be regiſtered on your diary among your public 
proceedings, that our Hon. Maſters may ſee, 
and the whole world be convinced, that my 
conduct has been irreproachable z and that 
my enemies, unable to invent even the ap- 
pearance of a crime againſt me, have had 
recourſe to fraud and procraſtination to execute 
their purpoſes. 

I will here ſay no more on a ſubje& which 
has been fo amply diſcuſſed in many former 
letters, but conclude” by aſſuring you that 

| am, with the moſt profound reſpect, 


| GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
(Signed) 
woos CH EGERTON. 


27th March 1780. 


To Brigadier General Egerton. 
S I R, 


I Am girefted by the Hon. the Preſident 
and Council to acquaint you, that your letter 
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of the 27th inſt, has been laid before them, 
and will, of courſe, be entered on their 
records, | 
I have the honor to be, 
S IR, | 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
(Signed) 


EDW. RAVENSCROFT, 
Bombay Calille, Sec. 


zoth March 1780. 


To the Hon. William Hornby, Eſq; Profident 
and Governor, &c. Council. 
GENTLEMEN, 

1 Have the honor of ſending you herewith 
a letter to the Hon. the Court of Directors, 
together with other papers for their peruſal, 
which I beg may be forwarded to them by 
the firſt opportunity. 0 

I am with great reſpect, 


8 GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
(Signed) 


3 CH* EGERTON. 
24th July 1780, : AN 
To 
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7 the Hon. the Court of Directors for Afairs 
of the Hon. United Company of Merchants 
of England, trading to the Eaft-Indies. 

GENTLEMEN, 


Take the liberty of tranſmitting to you 
a faithful narrative of the principal tranſac- 
tions that occur to my memory, relative to 
my own conduct fince I have had the honor 
of being employed in your ſervice, and ſhall 
only add, that, if at any time I have been ſo 
unfortunate -as to fail in the execution of 


your wiſhes, my anxious deſire to fulfil them 
has not been to blame, 


I have the honor to be, | 
With the moſt profound reſpect, 
GENTLEMEN, 
= Your moſtobedientand moſt humble hes, 
(Signed) 
| CH* EGERTON. 


Bombay, 
24th July 1780. 


Mar- 
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A Narrative of Brigadier General Egerton's 


treatment ſince his arrival in India in Au- 


guſt 1768. 


THAT the Hon. Court of Directors and 
all Brigadier General Egerton's friends, con- 
cerned in the affairs of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, may be thoroughly informed of the 
principal tranſactions that have paſſed in In- 
dia relative to him, he takes the liberty of 
preſenting. them and the candid public with 
the following faithful narrative of the moſt 
intereſting facts that have occurred ſince his 
arrival here; and ſuch only as can be au- 
thenticated by the records of the Company 
and other public teſtimonies ; by which he 
thinks they cannot fail being convinced, that 
Mr. Hornby has uniformly made it his ſtudy 
to injure the General by every method he 
could deviſe, and has not even ſcorned to 
employ, on more than one occaſion, under- 
hand and clandeſtine means to effect his pur- 
poſes* 


* 
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poſes, in contempt” of the axed Direttvrs 


' 


moſt poſitive orders. 


Let the following narrative : ſpeak for it- 
_ | (elf. 
In the year. 1768, FI: the continuance 
of the peace deprived Major Egerton « of every 
hope of diſtinguiſhing himſelf in his profeſ- 
fion at home, he, through the application 
of his friends, . backed by the hangrable teſti- 
mony of his ſuperiors in his "Majeſty s ſer- 
vice, thought himſelf happy, 1 in exchanging 
his Majority in the 4th regiment, without 
any pecuniary advantages, for a Lieutenant- 
Colonelcy in the Eaſt India Company's 
troops at Bombay, and in that ſtation he ar- 
rived here in Auguſt 1 768. 
Nothing material happened till towards the 
end of the ſubſequent year, when he was called 
upon to take the command of three batta- 
lions of European infantry, with ſome To- 
paſſes, to encamp and diſcipline them on a 
mall fland near Bombay. 
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ſurgeon, accompanied with a certificate which 


toria Gr bis health. — The above-mentioned 


obtained a Commiſſion of Colonel by breyet, 


On this occaſion his unwearied endeavors 
were crowned with ſucceſs, and he had the 
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happineſs, after a review in March 1770, 
of receiving the Commander 3 in Chief 8 ap- 


11177 


Wben this ſervice. was completa . 
Col. Egerton found himſelf much out of 


order, from an attack of a diſtemper almoſt 


univerſal amongſt the Europeans i in this eli 
mate, and by the advice of the principal 


rg 7114 


5 1 9: 
he then ſent to the Board, obtained their 


permiſſion to 8⁰ to ſea for a few months.— 
Mr. Hornby now acted for Mr. Hodges, 


the Governor, who was gone to Fort Vic- 


certificate was ſecreted, ; and it was no ſmall 
mortification and ſurprize to Lieut. Colonel 
Egerton, to find by a paragraph afterwards in 
A general letter that he had incurred the Di- 
x<Qors diſpleaſure 1 in going without one. 5 
Before Mr. Hodges's death, in 1 771, he 


and 


— 
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and in September | following, by the Alte 
General Wedderbu rn's recommendation, the 
pay and emoluments annexed to that ratik; 
however, in leſs than three weeks after, Mr. 


Hornby framed it excuſe” for gratifying his 
pique againſt” the Colonel, and ordered his' 
commiſſion to be annulled, refuſing even to 
oblige the Secretary to refund the enormbus 
fee of near 40 Which had been paid on its 
iſſue, though the advantages which the Co- 
lonel had received from it did not amount 
to half that ſum. This fact ſtands authen- 
ticated in various letters on the records be- 


tween September 1 771 and March 1772. i 
In the ſubſequent year, many curious 
anecdotes appear, relative to Col. Egerton's 
ſucceeding Lieut. Col. Brewer 1 in the com- 
mand of Broach, which were repreſented 
clandeſtinely in ſuch a manner to the Direc- 
tors, that, by their general letter in 1 775. 
they expreſs a ſort of diſapprobation of tble 
Colonel's conduct, to his inexpreſſible con- 
cern, However, not conſcious of having 
12 merited 
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On this occaſion his unwearied endeavors 
were crowned with ſucceſs, and he had the 
happineſs, after a review in March 1770, 
of receiving the Commander in Chief's ap- 
probation and thanks in general orders, 
When this ſervice was completed Lieut, 
Col. Egerton found himſelf much out of 
order, from an attack of a diſtemper almoſt 
univerſal amongſt the Europeans in this cli. 
mate, and by the advice of the principal 
ſurgeon, accompanied with a certificate which 
he then ſent to the Board, obtained their 
permiſſion to go to ſea for a few months.— 
Mr. Hornby now acted for Mr. Hodges, 
the Governor, who was gone to Fort Vic- 
toria for his health. The above-mentioned 
certificate was ſecreted, and it was no {mall 
mortification and ſurprize to Lieut. Colonel 
Egerton to find by a paragraph afterwards in 
a general letter that he had incurred the Dr 
x<Qtors diſpleaſure 3 in going without one. 

Before Mr. Hodges's death, in 1771, he 


obtained a Commiſſion of Colonel by brevet, 
and 


1 
and in September following, by the late 
General Wedderburn's recommendation, the 
pay and emoluments annexed to that rank 3 
however, 1n leſs than three weeks after, Mr. 
Hornby framed an excuſe for gratifying his 
pique againſt the Colonel, and ordered his 
commiſſion to be annulled, refuſing even to 


oblige the Secretary to refund the enormous 
fee of near 40 I. which had been paid on its 
iſſue, though the advantages which the Co- 
lonel had received from it did not amount 
to half that ſum.— This fact ſtands authen- 


ticated in various letters on the records be- 


tween September 1771 and March 1772. 

In the ſubſequent year, many curious 
anccdotes appear, relative to Col. Egerton's 
ſucceeding Lieut. Col. Brewer in the com- 


mand of Broach, which were repreſented 
clandeſtinely in ſuch a manner to the Direc- 
tors, that, by their general letter in 1775, 
they expreſs a ſort of diſapprobation of the 
Colonel's conduct, to his inexpreſſible con- 
cern. However, not conſcious. of having 
S& merited 
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| 
| merited it in the ſmalleſt degree, he claimed 
ji from the Board his right of having copies 
| ſent him of every paragraph in the former 


general letters relative to him; and ſuch as 
* were in conſequence thereof communicated 
Ih! to him, were immediately anſwered, he hopes, 

| to the ſatis faction of the Directors, notwith- 
| | {ſtanding the difficulties he laboured under in 
1 | eraſing an opinion eſtabliſhed for two or three 
15 years. 

In the beginning of the year 1775, after 
the reduction of Tannah, when a diſtribution 
1 was to be made of the ſum promiſed to the 
. captots in the lieu of prize- money, a liſt of 
the due proportions to each rank, according 
to military cuſtom, was laid before the Board, 
and approved of by them. But now again 
Mr. Hornby, thinking that he had an op- 
portunity of mortifying and inſulting | the 
Colonel, cauſed the original plan to be recalled, 
and the Colonel was now ordered to divide 
in the ſame proportion with the Brevet Majors, 
on a puerile plea, that Colonels and Majors 

were 
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wereficld-officers alike. The Colonel judged 
it proper to cnter a formal proteſt againſt this 
irregularity, for fear of its being cited as a 
precedent to the prejudice of others hereafter, 

At the ſame time and in the ſame letter 
he alſo proteſted againſt the injuſtice done to 
him, and the injury which he ſaw muſt ariſe 
to the Company's affairs, by intruſting the 
command of the army ſent into the Guzerat 
to the care of Lieut. Col. Keating, concern- 
ing whoſe conduct the Court of Directors are 
pleaſed, in their general letter, dated 19th 
March 1778, to expreſs themſelves in the 
following words, after having recapitulated 
many circumſtances relating to him: 

If the Governor ventured to iſſue the 
general order of the 2d December, upon 
** the authority of the conditional permiſſion 
granted in November to Colonel Keating, 
we think he acted unwarrantably; if he 
preſumed to iſſue it on other grounds, he 


was guilty of a direct breach of our orders; 


6c 


0 
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. 
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if he iſſued it on any account whatever, 


„ his 
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his ſignature to the general letter, without 


- 


* 


% objeCting to the ſtrong cenſure paſſed on 
ce the conduct of Col. Keating, or explaining 
„ his own, is a demonſtrative proof of ſome- 
„ thing worſe than inconſiſtency : andif the 
5 general order was not known, to Genen 
«© Gordon the day before the Colonel let 
„ Bombay, we apprehend it muſt have becn 
deſignedly concealed. We therefore di 
rect, that you make ſtrict enquiry on 
what day, at what hour, and by what 


means the general order, permitting Lieut, 


45 
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Col. Keating to return to England, was 
„ communicated to General Gordon, and 
„ publiſhed in the garriſon of Bombay, 

60 tranſmitting the ſame to us for our infor- 


ce 


mation; and if it ſhall appear that the 
order was concealed, or that colluſion wa 
praiſed on the occaſion, the parties col 
* cerned will meet with our higheſt reſent: 
«© ment.” | 


cc 


cc 


The ſuperficial enquiry made in conſe-· Wi 
quence of this letter amounts to more than 


a pre- 


r 


" preſumptive proof, that colluſion was prac- 
tiſ:d, and eſtabliſhes the Directors' opinion 
of this matter, particularly as the Governor 
very well knew that Ragobah was highly 
diſſatisfied with Col. Keating's accounts. 
This circumſtance ſhould not have been 


mentioned here, had not the Colonel thought 
it neceſſary to convince the world, that the 
unjuſt preference given to Lieut. Col. Keating 

Vas not deſigned as a reward to his ſuperior 
abilities or integrity. 

After Gen. Gordon's death, when Gen. 
Egerton ſucceeded him in the command, no 
opportunity was neglected of vilifying his 
authority, and of prejudicing him in the eyes 
of his officers. A ſhort time afterwards the 


Governor's ill-humour broke out in perſonal 
abuſe, which the Colonel was obliged to 
complain of in his letter to the Board of the 

2d Dec. 1777, but obtained no redreſs. 
From many paſſages in this narrative it 
muſt appear to every reader ignorant of In- | [ 
dia affairs, that the Board have all along | 
borne | 
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borne an equal ſhare of pique with the Go. 
vernor againſt the Colonel ; but that is not 
the caſe, and it is neceſſary here to remark, 
that the intereſt of the majority of its mem. 
bers are fo interwoven with and dependent 
on the will of the Governor, that very fey 
with ſafety can oppoſe his wiſhes, 

From this time nothing material happen. 
ed but a ſeries of oppoſition to the com- 
manding officer, till a reſolution was taken 
for ſetting on foot an expedition to Poonah, 
without his being conſulted in any reſped 
thereon, though at the ſame time the whole 


Board except himſelf was formed into a fe 


cret Committee. The. Governor alſo very 
frequently aſſured him, that no military fer- 
vice was to be performed; that the force re- 
quired was merely matter of parade, and 
that he had certain intelligence, no oppoſi 
tion to Ragobah was intended by the Mha- 
rattas. Why this lucky opportunity was 


neglected the Colonel does not know; but 


he ſuſpected and foreſaw, that private intereſt 


as 
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as well as public engagements muſt neceſſa- 
rily give birth, after the rains, to ſome 
ſcheme in favor of Ragobah ; and deſired he 
might be permited to make uſe of that oppor- 
tunity for reviewing himſelf the country in 
which he was likely to be employed; or at 


W 1caſt of ſending his aid de camp, Mr. Richard- 


bon, in whom he could confide, with a proper 
W cngincer, to bring him all the intelligence 
chat could be gained: but the Governor diſ- 
W approved of his propoſal, and immediately 


after ſent one of his own aids de camps on 


W this errand, without the Colonel's knowledge. 


When the Court of Directors' order arrived 
for the eſtabliſhment of the Secret Committee, 
the Commanding Officer had the mortification 
to be convinced, that, before his admiſſion to 
it, ſuch engagements had been entered into, 
that no alteration in politics could be effected 
without a breach of public faith, But this 
affair has been ſo fully ſtated 1n the Colonel's 
late correſpondence with the Committee, that 


nothing more ſhall be ſaid of it here, except 
U what 


——_ —_— _- 
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what neceſſarily tends to prove the injuſtice 
and inſincerity with which he has been treated. 

It appears from the Colonel's and Mr, 
Draper's opinions at the Committee on the 
7th Nov. 1778, that a deſign was farmed 
by Meſlrs. Hornby and Carnac for artfully 
eſtabliſhing the Poonah Committee by ſtealth, 
which the Colonel then proteſted againſt; 
and afterwards in ſeveral private converſations 
with Mr. Hornby, received the ſtrongeſt af 
ſurances from him, that the Poonah Commit. 
tee ſhould be reſtrained from interfering in 
any military operations. Relying on thele 
promules, he left Bombay to command the 
army; and was afterwards not a little fur 
prized to find, that an advantage had been 
taken 1 in his abſence for conferring an unli- 
mited power on the ſaid Committee to conceri 
aud condu#t all military operations. The 


Colonel, however, ſhocked at this notorious 
breach of promiſe, contented himſelf for the 
preſent with only writing to the Governor, 
that he ſhould be again under the neceſſity of 


ERS pro- 
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vroteſting againſt the whole of this proceed- 
ing, upon his return to Bombay. 

It is unneceſſary to recapitulate here the 
particular occurrences of this expedition : it 
muſt, however, be obſerved; that while the 
Colonel's health permitted hitri to act, the 
Company's troops were always victorious 

W againſt a force infinitely fuperior in numbers. 

Nor can any fenfible and diſintereſted perſon 

W {uppoſe him in the ſmalleſt degree refponſible 

por the misfortunes that happened after illneſs 

had compelled him to reſign the command: 

yet the Governor's minute of the 29th Jan. 

W 779 exhibits a formal (he ſhould have ſaid 

n unjuſt and frivolous) charge againſt the 
WH Colonel, into the truth of which he has fre- . 

quently deſired and inſiſted that an enquiry 

might be made, by any means that juſtice 

could point out; but the Colonel's requeſt 

„las been always evaded by the Committee, 

ana falſe pretence of his having conſented 

„boa reference of his conduct to Bengal; they, 


of + the fame time, repeatedly promiſing to 
on U 2 | follow 
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follow the Supreme Council's advice and 
opinion thereon. —Would any man now be. 
lieve, if the records did not vouch it, that, 
after their opinion and advice was received in 
Sept. 1779, new devices could have been 
invented for further procraſtination, and to 
evade abiding by them ? 

The accuſations which the Colonel thought 


it his duty to offer the Select Committee 


againſt Mr, Carnac, furniſh a further proof 
of conſummate prevarication, as may be ſeen 
by the various letters on that head, dated the 
zoth Sept. the 1ſt, 5th, and 6th Oct. 1779. 

For the ſake of retrenching this narrative 
as much as poſſible, the Colonel is obligel 
to omit many circumſtances relating to this 
affair; ſuch as the unfair advantages which 
were taken of his extreme ill health the 
arbitrarily referring his conduct to the deciſion 
of thoſe who own it is not within their juri. 
diction— the ſending him papers wꝛithout 
dates together with the delays in anſwering 
his letters, and of communicating to him 


any neceſſary pieces of intelligence. 
Je A 
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All theſe, with many others, the Colonel 
paſſes over in ſilence, as his only object is to 
vindicate his own character; and to convince 
his Employers that his conduct has been 
abſolutely irreprehenſible, and that the accu- 
fations framed againſt him are grounded either 
in malice, or a deſire in the Governor of ar- 
rogating to himſelf the uncontrouled command 


of the army. 
Bombay, 24th July 1780. 


To Brigadier General Egerton. 
S I R, 


I Am directed by the Hon. the Preſident 
and Council to acquaint you, that your letter 
has been laid before them, and that the ad- 
dreſs encloſed for the Hon. the Court of 
Directors will be forwarded by the firſt 908 
portunity. | 

I have the honor to be, web 
8 Kg 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
(Signed) 


. EDW. RAVEN SCROF T, 


Bombay Caſtle, - 
3d Avg. 1780. Sec. 


To 
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To Brigadier General Egerton. 
S I R, 

I Am directed by the Hon. the Preſident 
and Sele& Committee to tranſmit to you an 
extract from the Hon. Court of Directors 
commands, dated 12th April 1780; and to 
give you notice that you are, agreeably thereto, 
diſmiſſed from the Hon. Company's ſervice. 

I am, SIR, &c. 
(Signed) 
EDW. RAVENSCROFT, 


Bombay Caſtle, 
2d Oct, I 780. | Sec. 


Extract of a Letter from the Hon. the Couri 
of Directors to the Select Committee of Bon- 
bay, dated the 12th April 1780, and re- 
cerved the 1ſt October following per Capi. 
Richard Scott, via Bufſora. 


HAVING duly attended to your pro- 
ceedings previous to the late expedition to- 


wards Poonah, we allow that your reſolution 
of the 21ſt July was not improper, under 
I | the 


the favorable circumſtances ſtated by you at 
that period ; but the change which happened 
ſoon afterwards in the ſituation of Ragobah's | 
friends, and the lapſe of time from the 2 1ſt | 
July to the 22d November, rendered it ex- 
tremely 1mprudent to undertake the expedi - 
tion at that time, 

The ſtate of your garriſon, as repreſented 
by yourſelves to Sir Edward Vernon in your 
letter of the 8th September 1778, could not | 
warrant your ſending ſo large a force on h 
foreign ſervice at the commencement of an 
European war, more eſpecially when ſpeedy 
ſuccour was rendered precarious, and con- 
ſequently ſucceſs very doubtful, by the diſ- 
agreeable alteration which had happened in 
the ſituation of Ragobah's friends. 

Under the above circumſtances, the undere 
taking wag evidently become hazardous, and 
not to be juſtified. The reaſons urged by 
Mr. Draper againſt it, were folid and judi- 
cious ; and you ought, certainly, to have 
waited the arrival or near approach of the 


Bengal 
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Bengal detachment, before you attempted to 
reinſtate Ragobah at Poonah. 
And although we are willing to hope, for 
the reaſons offered by the majority, in anſwer 
to Mr. Draper's diſſent, that you ated ac. 
cording to the beſt of your judgment in under. 
taking to place Ragobah in the regency at 
Poonah in Nov. 1 778, we nevertheleſs con- 
ſider you as having proceeded with great in- 
diſcretion on that occaſion. 
; Your appointment of a Member of the 
Select Committee to accompany the Com- 
mander in Chief to Poonah was highly 
1mproper. By the departure of the Com- 
mander in Chief and Mr. Carnac, the Go- 
vernor, having a caſting vote, became poſ- 
ſeſſed, in fact, of abſolute authority for 
tranſacting all political, military, and naval 
affairs, and ſuch as might require, ſecrecy at 
Bombay; and as this tranſaction militated 
againſt the letter and ſpirit of the Company's 
orders of the 10th April 1778, the appoint- 
ment of a Member of the Select Committee 
at 
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at Bombay to accompany the Cormmarider 
in Chief to Poonali muſt have out diſappro- 
bation, and we declare the majority of the 
ſaid Committee very reprehenfible for their 
conduct in that reſpect. We find the Com- 
mander in Chief proteſted againſt the meaſure; 
and we exempt Mr. Draper from this cenſure, 
becauſe, juſtly ſuppoſing it to be the intereſt 
of the Company that none of the civil mem- 
bzrs of the Committee ſhould be detached 
from the Prefidency, if the Commander in 
Chief were to be abſent alſo, Mr. Draper very 
properly delivered his opinion in the Select 
Committee accordingly. We find the amount 
of money due from Ragobah tathe Company 
is ſtated in your quick ſtock the zoth April 
1777, at rupees 2,472,775. 

Your payment of rupees $0,008 to Mr. 
Shaw's executors, and your loan of four 
lacks to Ragobah, and 15, oo rupees to his 
ſervants, befides arms and ammunition fur- 
ſhed for his uſe, were unjuſtifiable meaſures, 
more ofpecially as ſo large a ſum as rupees 

X 150,000 
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150,000 was ſent with the troops, and ag 
authority was alſo given to the Commiſlary 
and Paymaſter to paſs draughts on the Select 
Committee for their neceſſary diſburſements 
during the expedition; and we find that bills 
have been actually accepted on that account 
to the amount of rupees 228, 5 29. Unleſs, 
therefore, you ſhall be able to produce better 
reaſons for having made the above loans and 
payments, amounting to rupees 49 53,000, 
than appear to us at preſent, you muſt expect 
to be made reſponſible to the Company for 
the ſaid amount. 

Having noticed the above particulars, we 
proceed to examine the behaviour of ſuch 
perſons as were immediately concerned in 
conducting the late expedition towards Poonah, 

The firſt object that ſtrikes our attention 13 
the flow progttſs of the army. This wt 
deem an irreparable injury to the ſervice, and 
in this reſpe& the conduct of the Commander 
in Chief appears extremely defective. The 


conſequence was obvious: the enemy had full 
oppor- 
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opportunity to colle& their ſtrength ; the 
friends of Ragobah, inſtead of being encou- 
raged by the ſpirited exertion of our force to 
join his ſtandard, muſt, as we conceive, have 
been deterred from declaring in his favor by 
the languor of our own military proceedings, 

And upon the moſt impartial view of the 
conduct of the late Colonel, now Brigadier 
General Egerton, during the late diſgraceful 
expedition towards Poonah, we are of opi- 
nion that it was ſuch as renders it highly 
improper for him to be continued in the 
command of the Company's forces at Bombay 
we have therefore reſolved that he be diſ- 
miſſed from the Company's ſervice, and he 
is hereby diſmiſſed accordingly. 


(A true Extract.) 
(Signed) 


EDWARD RAVENSCROFT, 
| Sec. 
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To the Hon. Wm, Hornby, Eſq; Prefident, and 
Governor, Sc. Select Committee on Bombay. 


GENTLEMEN, 

By a letter, dated the 2d inſtant, your 
Secretary has, purſuant to your orders, 
tranſmitted me an extract from the Hon. 
Court of Directors commands of the 1 2th of 
April laſt, and alſo given me notice, that 
agreeably thereto 1 am diſmiſſed from their 
ſervice. 

It would ill become me, who was their 
ſervant and have received their favors, to 
forget myſelf now ſo much as to murmur 
at their deciſions, having ever ſubmitted to 
them with due deference and reſpect: but 
in the preſent caſe I flatter myſelf they will 
not be offended at my vindicating my own 
character, and even convincing thoſe very 
gentlemen, that the accuſation on which my 
diſmiſſion is founded, in a paragraph of the 
above- mentioned extract, is totally ground- 
leſs and unmerited, where, to my ineffable 
frprige, I read what, follows; 
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The firſt object that ſtrikes us, is the 
+ {low progreſs of the army. This we 
deem an irreparable! injury to the ſervite, 
„ and in this reſpect the conduct of the 
6 Commander in Chief appears extremely 
6 defective. | | 

It remains then to be conſidered who al. 
ſumed the powers and uſurped the authority 
of the Commander in Chief, which the Go« 
vernor did, beyond the power of contradic- 
ton; by iſſuing all orders to the Commiſ. 
fry (who was not appointed till two or 
three days before the army left Bombay) 
without the conſent or knowledge of the 
Commander in Chief; who therefore hopes, 
that our Hon. Maſters, after having been 
apprized of this fact, will no longer deem 


him culpable for the deficiencies that pre- 
vented the quick progreſs of the troops; or 


expect, that he ſhould be reſponſible for the 


miſcondu&t or errors of. others, whoſe au- 
thority was ſo much ſuperior to his own. 


It would, I believe, have been conſonant 
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to the ſtricteſt rules of juſtice to have 
granted either the enquiry ſo frequently in. 
ſiſted on, or the court- martial recommended 
by the Supreme Council at Bengal, where 
unqueſtionable evidence would have aſcer. 
tained, whether any time was loſt in making 
roads ; ; and whether it was poſſible, with 
our ſupplies, to have moved the army for- 
wards by any more expeditious method. 
I ſhall now only add, that by the general 
orders of the 5th inſtant, I ſee your repre- 
ſentations concerning Capt. James Hartley to 
the Hon. Court of Directors are of the ſame 
nature with moſt of your others, and would 
not bear the teſt of a fair examination; for 
which reaſon you have done artfully, though 
arbitrarily and unjuſtly, in depriving me of 
my ſeat at the Select Committee, for fear of 
an immediate confutation and detection. 
I beg this letter may be tranſmitted to 
"the Hon. Court of Directors; and that what 
is here ſaid may be underſtood as relating 
only to the majority of the former Select 
| Com- 
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Committee, afluring the prefent one, that it 
may continue to command my beſt ſervices 
while I ſtay here, in promoting the Hon. 


Company's advantage and intereſts. With 
theſe ſentiments I remain, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt humble and moſt obedient ſervant; 
| (Signed) 
1th Of 1780, CH®* EGERTON. 


To Brigadier General Egerton. 
SIR, 


YOUR letter of the 7th inſtant was 
yeſterday laid before the Hon. the Preſident 
and Select Committee, and I have their di- 
rections to acquaint you, that, agreeable to 


your deſire, a copy thereof will be tranſmit- 
ted to the Hon. the Court of Directors. 

I have the honor to be, 

+ > 28 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 

(Signed) 

EDW. RAVENSCROFT, 
| | Sec. 


To 


Bombav Caſte, 
9 OR, 1780. 
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To the Hon. Vim. Hornby, Eſq; Prefident and 
Governor, &c. Council, Bombay. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THOUGH I am concerned at being 
obliged to trouble you with another letter 
about my own affairs, yet I am well con- 
vinced you will neither think it a needle; 
one or expect any apology for it, in a matter 
where juſtice is ſo deeply concerned, and of 
which I am certain every member of your 
Board muſt be ſo thoroughly perſuaded, that 
I cannot entertain one moment's doubt in 
regard to your ready compliance with my 
preſent requeſt and ifluing the neceflary or- 
ders, that my pay and allowances may be 
continued to me during my unavoidable de- 
tention in this country, and on my promiſe 
of not defiring them longer than till the firſt 
proper opportunity ſhall ofter of conveying 
me to England. It would be uſeleſs to at- 
tempt citing any precedent for your ſo doing, 
as you mult all agree with me, that my 
caſe ſtands unprecedented on your annals, 

J am, &c. —— 


oe Ts CH* EGERTON. 
a Jo Vo 1 1 Jo. 7 
6 


Lg. ] 


To Brigadier General Egerton, 
SIR, 


The Hon. the Preſident and Council have 
directed me to acquaint you, that they can- 
not comply with your requeſt to have your 
pay and allowances continued to you until 
your departure; but that they have thought 
proper to make you an allowance of five 
hundred rupees per month until a fit oppor- 
tunity ofters for your embarking for Europe, 
and which will be paid you from the mili- 
tary pay-office, 


I have the honor to be, 
iD is 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
(Signed) 
JA* HATLEY, 
Dep. Sec. 


Bombay Caſtle, 
15th Novemb. 17. 
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To the Hon. IWilliam Hornby, E/q; Preſident 
and Governor, &c. Council, Bombay, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Accept my acknowledgments for the ho. 
nor of your letter of the 17th inſtant, by 
which you inform me, that in lieu of my 
pay and allowances you have thought proper 
to make mean allowance of five hundred 
„ rupees per month, until a fit opportunity 
offers for my embarking for Europe.“ 

'Though you yourſelves know how inade- 
quate that ſum is to my neceſſary expences 
during my involuntary detention here, yet! 
feel happy in accepting any mark of your 
favor, in the way that I am ſure you have 
intended it; not as an eleemoſynary grant 
(in which light my enemies may try to in- 
terpret it) but as an oſtenſible proof of you: 
approbation. 


I am, with great reſpect, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your molt humble and moſt obedient ſervaut, 
(Signed) 
rBombar, FO \ 
2104 Nov. 1580. P 27 I EGERTO: , 
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To the Hon. the Court of Directors for Affairs 
of the Hon. United Company of Merchants 
of England, trading to the Eaft- Indies. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THOUGH it was not my intention to 
have troubled you again, till I may have 
the honor of ſtating my caſe to you fairly 
and honeſtly in perſon, yet I hope my deſire 
of laying truth before you will plead my ex- 
cuſe at preſent for this further intruſion. 

When your commands, dated the 1 2th 
of April laſt, arrived here, extracts thereof 
were ſent me, which I had afterwards reaſon 
to believe were by no means ſo ample as 
they ought to have been ; and, on procuring 
a few days ago a fight of your letter, was 
much concerned to be convinced, that my 
former ſuſpicions were too well grounded, 
and that the unfortunate expedition towards 
Poonah had been in ſeveral cflential points 
groſsly and even, wilfully miſrepreſented to 


you,—But as I perceive alſo, that ſome con- 
he. 7 tradictions 
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tradictions therein have not eſcaped your 
acute obſervation and juſt cenſure, J ſhall 
now content myſelf with only pointing out 
ſome very glaring inſtances, by aſſuring you 
upon my honor, 


That I know of no conſultations held 
with Capt. Hartley about our ſituation ; nor 
of any particular exertion of his to prevent 
the deſertion which ſo fatally raged, and 
moſt diſtinguiſhedly in the battalion he com- 
manded, and had done duty with, till I 
promoted him (after the death of Capt. 
Stewart) to the grenadiers ; nor did he ever 


(as Lieut, Col. Cockburn affures me) pre- 


ſent to him any diſpoſition for conducting 
the retreat; which, had Mr, Carnac ſup- 
poſed to have been practicable from Wor- 
gaum, it is aſtoniſhing he ſhould have diſ- 
patched, without my knowledge, Mr. Holmes 
with Carte Blanche to the Mharattas, to 
procure any terms of peace he was able.— 
My extreme ill health may plead his excuſe 
in regard to me, and of your Honors con- 


cerns 
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cerns I will not preſume to give my 


opinion. 

Of the loan made to Ragobah and his fol- 
lowers, I do not know what has already been 
written to your Honors; and tho' I ardently 
with for ſome valid excuſe to avert your diſ- 
pleaſure on that ſcore, yet I hope you will 
favorably accept the true one, as far as my 
conſent thereto was concerned: 

That, as I never had any knowledge of, or 
conſidered my ſtation at all reſponſible for the 
management of your revenue, I always made 
it a rule to be guided in ſuch matters by the 
opinions of thoſe under whoſe direction they 
were; and let me add, that I neyer was con- 
lulted about the money advanced to Ragobah's 
followers; and as to the guns, ammunition, 
Kc. given to him, I ever diſapproved and 
cojected to it. 

Tho' I hope ſoon to have the honor of 
preſenting myſelf before you, yet it ſeemed 
to me fair and candid to offer you this letter, 


4 uſual, through the public channel of the 
Board, 
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Board, which I hope you will approve, and 
do me the honor to believe me ever, with the 
greateſt reſpect, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient and 
moſt humble ſervant, 
(Signed) 


. CH 4 EGERTON ' 


To the Hon. William Hornby, Eſq; Preſident 
and Governor, &c. Council. 
GENTLE MEN, 


I Have the honor of ſending you herewith 

a letter to the Hon. the Court of Directom, 

which I beg may be forwarded to them by 
the firſt opportunity, 


I am, with the greateſt reſpect, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
( Signed ) 
Bombay, | CHs EGERTON, 
Dec. 1780. 
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To Brigadier General Egerton. 
S IR, 


| Am directed by the Hon. the Preſident 
and Council to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter, and to acquaint you, that the one 
encloled for the Hon. the Court of Directors 
will be forwarded by the firſt opportunity. 
I have the honor to be, 
N, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
(Signed) 
EDW. RAVENSCROFT, 
Sec. 


To the Hon. William Hornby, Ei; Prefident, 
Governor, &c. Council, Bombay. 
GENTLEMEN, 

[T being ſtill my defign to quit this coun- 
try by the firſt opportunity of conveying me 
to England, I am to defire you will ſend me 
an order for my reception on board the Prime, 
with my wife and children, ſervants, &c. 
in a manner ſuitable to my ſtation and rank 
in life. I am, GENTLEMEN, &c. 

C. E. 
Tos 


Bombe y. 
Wy 2 
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To Brigadier General Egerton. 
8 1 K. 


THE Board have directed me to acquaint 
you, that they have given directions to the 


Commander of the Prime to accommodate 
yourſelf and family with a paſſage on board 
his ſhip, in a manner ſuitable to your rank 
and ſtation. 


I have the honor to be, 

1 SIR, 

| Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Þþ (Signed) 

JAMES HATLEY, 


Bombay Caitle, Dep. Sec. 


22d Feb. 1781. 


To the Hon. William Hornby, Eſq; Prefident 
and Governor, &c. Bombay. 


GENTLEMEN, 


AS the time of my departure for England 
draws nigh, and as it is not my intention to 
leave any part of my effects behind me in this 
country, I deſire you will order the balance 
of my account with the Hon. Company's 


Treaſury 


1 

Treaſury to be paid me to the laſt day of 
this month, that I may have ſufficient leiſure 
to ſettle my affairs here, and procure my 

remittances. | 

I am, GENTLEMEN, &c. 

(Signed) 

Bombay, | CH* EGERTON. 


23d March 178 I, 


To Brigadier General Egerton. 
© 


YOUR letter to the Hon. the Preſident 
and Council was this day laid before them, 
and I am directed to acquaint you, that the 
preſent ſtate of the Treaſury will not permit 
of their paying the balance due to you; but, 
in conſideration of your particular caſe, they 
will grant certificates for the amount of the 
Company's debt, in which will be ſpecified 
the ſum due to you, made up with intereſt, 
which is to ceaſe upon the departure of tlie 
Prime; and they will recommend to the 
Hon. Company to diſcharge the amount of 
Z theſe 
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theſe certificates, but which if they ſhould 
not think proper to do, it will then revert 
again to the bond debt here. 
| I have the honor to be, &c. &c, 
(Signed) 
JA* HATLEY, 
Dep. Sec. 


Bombay Caſtle, 
29th March 1781. 


To the Hon. William Hornby, Eſq; Preſident 


and Governor, &c. Council, Bombay. 


GENTLEMEN, 
I Was duly favored with your letter of 


the 29th March, and am very much con- 
cerned to find, that the ſtate of the Treaſury 
will not permit of your paying the balance 
due to me from it; but as you inform me 
you are willing to grant me, in lieu of im- 
mediate payment, certificates on the Hon, 
Company in England for the amount of my 
debt, I accept of your offer in conſideration 
of your diſtreſſed ſituation, and not, as you 
are pleaſed to conſtrue it, on account of the 
particularity of my own caſe, which differs, 


ag 
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as far as I can fee, in no eflential point from 
many others, where injuſtice and miſrepre- 
ſentation triumph for a time over right and 
integrity. 1 
But give me leave to add, Ventlemen, 
chat five thouſand rupees in ſpecie of the ſum 
due, is abſolutely neceſſary to me for paying 
my bills here before my departure, which 
| hope you will not refuſe me, left my cha- 
rafter, as a man of honor, ſhould ſuffer, by 
leaving my juſt debts unſatisfied. I rely on 
the Hon. Company's complying with your 
recommendation, and diſcharging the amount 
of theſe certificate 
And am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your molt obedient ſervant, 


© (Signed) 
C. EGERTON. 


Bombay Cattle, 
ed April 178 1. 


— — 13 


and Coungito acquaint you, that it is not 
in their power to comply with your requeſ 


for an advance of money; 


ath April 1781. 


ſay, ** It is not in our power to comp! 
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To Brigadier General Egerton. 


S IX, | 
I am directed by the Hon. the Preſident 


And have the honor to be, 
II. 
Your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 
(Signed) 
JAMES HATLE?Y, 


Dep. Sec. 
Bombay Caſtle, 


To the Hon. Milliam Hornby, Eſq; Preſiden 


and Governor, &c. Council, Bombay. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I Cannot ſufficiently expreſs my aſtoniſh- 
ment at the receipt of your letter yeſterc?y 
noon, dated the 4th inſtant, wherem you 


e with 
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« with your requeſt for an advance of 
« money,” &c.—GivE me leave to aſſure 
you, that I never made or intended to make 
any ſuch requeſt; but, on the contrary, to 
demand in polite terms pay mem a part of 
the forty-ſeven thouſand rupees, which are 
due to me, as your own books and my ac- 
count with the treaſury teſtify. —This de- 
mand you compel me now -to renew 1n a 
more peremptory manner, and even to in- 
fit on its being immediately complied. with, 
as I can by no means receive your laſt eva- 
ive letter as an anſwer to mine of the 2d 
inſtant, or for one moment believe your 
treaſury and credit reduced to fo low an ebb 
15 to have put it out of your power to com- 
mand ſo ſmall a ſum as five thouſand rupees, 
on {0 very particular an occaſion. . — 

But I will not take up your time in rea- 
ning ſo glaring a caſe, and content myſelf 
for the preſent with only repeating my de- 
mand for five thouſand rupees, in part of the 
torty-ſeven due to me from your Treaſury, 


and 
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To qo General E — 8. 
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and Council to acquaint you, in reply to 
your letter of the 7th inſtant, that the preſent 
ſtate of the Treafury puts utterly out of their 
power to comply with your demand tor pait 
payment of the amount due to you. 

I have the honor to be, 


3-3 
| Your moſt obehent ſervant, 
Hogs 25 Geh 


Bombay Calle, 
Iith April 1781. 
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and douby not but your 'own good Aife wit 
poitit out to you Me abſolute neceſſity of 


| complying therewith immediately, 
I am, GENTLEMEN.” 


Four obedient, 

225 (Signed). 
Bombay, od 0 RH 1 7 
7th April 1781 _ Way" SOSATON 


To Brigadier General Egerton. 
8 1 R, up 
1 Am directed by the Hon. the Preſident 

and Council to acquaint you, in reply to 
your letter of the 7th inſtant, that the preſent 
{tate of the Treaſury puts utterly out of their 
power to comply with your derunand tor pait 
payment of the amount due to you. 

J have the honor to be, 

SER; 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
ESRD (Sign?) 
+ EDW.RA/ENSCROFT, 


Bombay Caftle, 2 AD ane 
11th April 1781. (23 Tv 79) 
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